
Pastor Eggert's letter — August 2021 
 

A HEALTHY CHURCH  

What makes a healthy church – a healthy congregation?  Think about that. 
 
Some would describe a healthy Christian church (congregation) with descriptors like this: 
 It runs smoothly . . . like a well-oiled organization. 
 It has the right mix of responsibility, authority, and accountability. 
 It has plenty of assets. 
 
Some others might describe the healthy Christian church (congregation) with descriptors that are 
more relational, like this: 
 People get along well. 
 The church takes care of conflicts before they get too big. 
 The people like being together. 
 
Many of the descriptors used in the first two group are nice, but I would like to describe a healthy 
Christian church (congregation) more spiritually, like this: 
 The members firmly trust in the Triune God, the God who reveals Himself in the Bible. 
 The members recognize their sinfulness and are remorseful that they sin against God. 
 The members trust that God has provided eternal salvation for them through Jesus, Who died on 

the cross to rescue them from their path to eternal destruction in hell. 
 The members trust Jesus as their "Savior" and believe that the Holy Spirit brought them into 

God's family. 
 Because the members are remorseful for their sin and they believe Jesus’ sacrifice for them 

saved them from eternal death and purchased eternal life for them, they want to seek God whole
-heartedly, i.e., they want to worship Him, know Him more, and commune with Him.   

     They want to serve Him with their lives, living in obedience to His commands, which they recog- 
     nize as the best and blest way to live.  And finally, they want to share their God and Savior with 
     others through the gospel in actions and the gospel in words. 
 
Truthfully, when we become more and more what God desires us to be individually, we will become 
more and more healthy together.  As our souls are renewed in the likeness of God, we will be more 
and more healthy.  When spiritual vitality is evident, love will be evident.  People will love and re-
spect one another.  People will get along (even though they disagree on some things). People will 
disagree much more calmly and respectfully.  When those things are happening, the congregation 
will run more smoothly and there will be plenty of assets, including the "things" which God has put 
into people's stewardship, e.g., people's capabilities, spiritual gifts, time, and materials.    
 
Spiritual life is the foundation for all the other positive descriptors.  And God has given us everything 
we need for spiritual life and vitality.  God loves us dearly and so the Father sent the Son to rescue 
us and open the door to eternal life.  God the Holy Spirit brought us to faith, by which we grasp the 
gift of salvation and other gifts God wants us to have. Ponder and use these words from 2 Peter 1: 
1-3 (NIV) -- "Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the righteous-
ness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and 
peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  His divine 
power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness."   May we all continue to grow in spiritual health to be a 
healthy church. 

               Pastor Jim Eggert 
                      Intentional Interim Pastor 



 

A PRAYER FOR PEOPLE  

EXPERIENCING DEVASTATION 

Almighty God, merciful Father,  
     Your thoughts are not our thoughts,  
    and Your ways are not our ways. 
In Your wisdom you have permitted various  
   “natural disasters” to tear into many lives. 
Keep those affected and all of us from despair  
   . . . and do not let our faith fail us,  
      but sustain and comfort us.  

Direct the efforts of those helping the affected. 
   Deliver all those who are still in harms way, 
     and bring hope and healing . . . 
       that all may find relief and restoration. 
Raise up volunteers to help with clean-up  
    and to serve their neighbors in need.  Amen. 

My thanks to the many people who pray regularly for our 

congregation and/or various ministries,  

our leaders, specific people, our staff, and me.  

 In prayer we become aligned with God’s will.  

 Please keep praying.  I am grateful to you. 
                                   

                Pastor Jim 

SUNDAYS 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 

. . . gather in the library  . . . 

. .  a time for everyone to gather for prayer . . .  

Everyone is urged to come for this time of praying together.   
Some people may pray spontaneously  

but others will join silently in heart and mind.  
Praying together is a wonderful way to know the hearts of other people 

 and connect to the heart of God as His people.  
No one will be forced to pray.   

 Please join us Sundays at 6:00. 
 

Jesus has ascended into heaven where He reigns over all things  

in the Kingdom of Power and over His Church in the Kingdom of Grace. 

 

Jesus has ascended  

into heaven where He reigns 

over all things in the Kingdom  

of Power and over His Church  

in the Kingdom of Grace. 

We are the people of God, We are the people of God, We are the people of God,    
graciously saved by graciously saved by graciously saved by    

the sacrificial death of Jesusthe sacrificial death of Jesusthe sacrificial death of Jesus   

and the work and the work and the work    
of the Holy Spirit.of the Holy Spirit.of the Holy Spirit.   



Call on the Spirit of God daily to guide and empower you. 

Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name;  
make known among the nations what He has done. 

     Psalm 105:1  

Let’s pray for world missions and share the gospel, 

making known what God has done. 
  

Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given  
to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Matthew 28:18-20  

 The Family  of  God  
Your “church family” connects you through Christ, 

our Savior, to fellow people of faith.  We are people 

on a journey, joined together around a strong,  
loving central figure Whom everyone trusts, loves,  

and reveres . . . and around Whom family life  
for multiple generations revolves. That is God.   

As with our biological families,  

everyone is connected and everyone  
participates for the good of the "family."  

At First Lutheran Church a great many people  
are participating in worship of our God — Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit — serving God by serving  

others, caring for others, and sharing the good 
news of God and their faith. What an awesome,  

satisfying privilege to be God’s family. 

Please 
pRAY CONTINUOUSly  

“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” 



As research shows the correlation between spiritual maturity and reading the Bible, one organization  

   is addressing the significant lack of biblical literacy within the Christian   

   community, as few Christians take time to make Bible study a daily  

   practice.  Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay Research, says his group's 

   findings indicate that church members may be aware of general themes 

   about Christianity, but they lack the biblical literacy necessary to better 

   understand the full story of what God is doing in the world. 

 

 "We did a study at LifeWay Research and found the number-one correlated 

factor to spiritual growth and maturity was consistency in the Bible," he reports. "We know how essen-

tial this is to spiritual maturity, so literacy is not just something that kind of floats out there by itself; it 

is a tool. Biblical literacy is a tool that God uses to grow people spiritually as well." 

 

Stetzer also contends that part of the problem is that many believers consider it the job of their pastor to 

digest and regurgitate the spiritual gleanings found in scripture.  "And in doing so, their spiritual diet 

suffers -- and it's obvious by the anemic state of many Christians," he notes. "So I think ultimately, 

God' has given us his Word not so pastors alone can walk through it, but at the end of the day, it's so 

that they might engage the scriptures themselves and grow from them." 

 

In a column for Baptist Press, Stetzer says he makes it a habit to read through the Bible once a year 

because if he only reads the parts he thinks he needs, he knows he will "miss a big part of God's  

design" for his growth. 

  

Daily reading essential and encouraged 

 

Will you be among those who engage in reading the Bible on a daily basis?  The American Bible  

Society (ABS) conducted a survey that reveals that even though Americans are pro-Bible, they do  

not always utilize the Word. 

  

"We buy the Bible in increasing volume, we revere the Bible, we give the Bible as gifts, but we  

Americans do everything with the Bible except read it," says Lamar Vest, president and CEO of ABS.  

But the coalition contends that it is vital that people get in touch with the Bible, both personally and 

corporately, especially considering the fact that Bible literacy has fallen steadily in recent years. 

  

"It's not just about Bible literacy; it's about learning what the Bible is all about and learning about the 

living, active Word of God," Vest adds. "And we find that only about 20 percent of Americans are  

actually engaged with scripture on a regular basis." 
  

Will you be among those who engage in reading the Bible on a daily basis?  . 

 

 
"Ability isn't worth much without dependability."    

"Pessimists see difficulties in their opportunities;  

optimists see opportunities in their difficulties!"    

Bible Literacy and Spiritual Growth Bible Literacy and Spiritual Growth Bible Literacy and Spiritual Growth    


