
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
  
  

The Spirit of God has taught you to worship and has led you into this house 
of worship.  May you be blessed with the word and Spirit as we gather . . . 

and may your participation be a blessing to other worshipers. 

  
June 20, 2021 

Both Services 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Charlotte, Michigan 

“Welcome To The Celebration” 

COMING TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP 
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WELCOME 

May your soul be renewed through God’s Word and Spirit.   

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!  
Give thanks to Him; bless His name!  

Psalm 100:4 (ESV) 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

One of God ’s greatest blessings 

is His gift of special people –  

the ones who touch our days with joy,  

fill our hearts with gratitude, 

and bring God’s love  to life. 

 . . . from an American Greeting card . . .  

CHILDCARE 

If you need a place to take a child during the worship, you may certainly take 
 your child to the “NURSERY” behind the windows at the back of the sanctuary. 

There is a speaker there so that you can see and hear the service. 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER IDEAS 

Ask God to open your heart, mind, will, and spirit to His word. Ask God to help 
 you experience Him and our bonds of unity with Him in this time of worship. 

“CONNECTION FORM” 

(blue insert in your Order of Worship) 

We are asking that every individual or family complete a “Connection Form” 

and put it into the offering plate.  Please include your prayer requests. 

EVERYONE IS INVITED 

Please participate in our Group Prayer Time on Sundays at 6:00 pm. in the Library. 

VERY IMPORTANT WORDS FROM GOD 

Galatians 2:19-21 (NIV) 

St. Paul wrote:  Through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and  
gave himself for me.  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 

 could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

OUR GOD RULES OVER ALL WITH POWER, MERCY, AND GRACE 

THE INVOCATION AND OPENING BLESSING 

 Pastor: O Lord, sovereign God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we worship You. 
 All:     Amen 
 Pastor: To you worshipers: Grace and peace to you from the eternal God. 
 All:     Amen 
      
 OPENING WORDS OF PRAISE FOR THE TRUE GOD – YAHWEH  

Pastor: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;  
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  

   Let us come before Him with thanksgiving . . .  
and extol Him with music and song.  

For Yahweh, the Lord, is the great God,  
    the great King above all gods.  (Psalm 95:1-3) 
 All: O God, I will sing of Your love and justice. 
   O Lord, I will sing my praise to You.  (Psalm 101:1) 
   
A HYMN OF ADORATION - LSB 802 - “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
  in light inaccessible hid from our eyes. 
 Most blessed, most glorious, O Ancient of Days, 
       almighty, victorious, Your great name we praise! 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
       not wanting nor wasting, You rule in Your might. 
 Your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
        Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

All life You engender in great and in small – 
       to all life befriender, the true life of all. 
 We blossom and flourish in richness and range; 
          we wither and perish, but You never change. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
  Your angels adore You, all veiling their sight.     
 All laud we would render; oh, lead us to see 
          the light of Your splendor, Your love’s majesty! 
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THE LORD HEARS OUR PRAYERS 
 
THE PRAISE, THANKSGIVING, AND PETITIONS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

      Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
           Thy kingdom come, 
    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
          and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

THE TRUE GOD TEACHES US HIS TRUTH 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING – Deuteronomy 6:1-2, 4-9, 12, 14-15  

These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 

2 
so 

that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God 
as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and 
so that you may enjoy long life. … 

4 
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD 

is one. 
5 
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength. 
6 
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your 

hearts. 
7 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
8 
Tie them 

as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
9 
Write them on the 

doorframes of your houses and on your gates. … 
12a 

Be careful that you do not 
forget the LORD. … 

14 
Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 

15 
for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will  

burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land.  

Reader: This is God’s word for our instruction. 
 

THE EPISTLE READING – Ephesians 3:14-19 (NIV) 

[The apostle Paul wrote] For this reason I kneel before the Father, 
15

 from whom 
his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

16 
I pray that out of his 

glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner 
being, 

17 
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 

being rooted and established in love, 
18 

may have power, together with all the saints, 
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to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 
19 

and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all  
the fullness of God.  

Reader: This is God’s word for our instruction. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING – Matthew 7:7-11 (NIV) 

[Jesus said] “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 

8 
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; 

and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 
9 
Which of you, if his son asks for 

bread, will give him a stone? 
10 

Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 
11

 If 
you,  then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”  

 Pastor: This is God’s word from Jesus. 
 All:  O Lord, thank You for Your word.  
    Help us absorb it and apply it to our lives.  Amen 

 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
A SONG OF REJOICING - LSB 866 - “Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend”    
 
THE MESSAGE              “Fathers – Vital Models and Mentors” 
 
       

YAHWEH, THE TRUE GOD,  
HAS GIVEN HIS SPIRIT TO GIVE US FAITH AND MAKE US HIS 

 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH - The Apostles Creed  

 I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
  The third day He rose again from the dead.   
      He ascended into heaven . . .  
    and sits on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
   From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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A PRAYER FOR FATHERS  (The congregation speaks the bold portions.) 

O Lord God, our creator, sustainer, redeemer, and sanctifier, we pray that all 
fathers would personally experience the warmth of Your love, the light of 
Your light, and the strength of Your being.  Help fathers to respond to Your 
great love . . . and love You more than anyone or anything, trust You and Your 
word totally, and revere You as the only true God who has wonderfully brought us 
into a relationship with Yourself. 

Lord God, our teacher and guide, may all fathers recognize and cherish the 
privilege of being chosen to lead children to see and hear all the wonderful 
things which You put into our lives. 

O Lord, may fathers see each child as Your unique creation with unique 
capabilities of mind, soul, and body. Open their "eyes" to see each child as 
Your re-creation, a child loved by You, forgiven by You, treasured by You . . . 
and to see each child as someone whom You want to grow into spiritual maturity C 
loving You more than anyone or anything, trusting You totally, and revering 
You as creator and preserver, redeemer, and sanctifier.  Help them to guide 
and lead their children to revere You, trust You, love You, and follow You in 
how they live their lives. 

Give fathers delight in children -- to enjoy them, to marvel at how wonderfully 
You have made them, to delight in their growth (spiritual, mental, emotional, and 
physical). 

May all fathers readily go before You in prayer with their concerns, 
frustrations, anxieties, and problems.  By Your Spirit within, guide them to pray 
as they should. 

Knowing that Jesus has made it possible for us to come before You in prayer,  
we lay these petitions before You . . . and eagerly desire Your blessing.  Amen 
 

AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO CONFESS OUR SINS AND OUR FAITH 

Pastor:  The Gospel of Mark declares that early in Jesus’ ministry He went around 
“proclaiming the good news of God.  He said: ‘The time has come.  
The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!’  As 
Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  Jesus said: 
‘Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’”  (Mark 1:14-17)  

Did you notice the sequence: repent, believe, and follow?   
 All:  As followers of Jesus,  
     we are likewise called to remorse for our sins,  

  to trusting in Jesus as our Savior, and then to following Him. 
 Pastor: Let’s verbally confess our sins to God, express our trust in Jesus 

for the forgiveness of our sin, and proclaim our desire to repentantly 
follow Him daily. 
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OUR EXPRESSION OF REMORSE, TRUST, AND REPENTANCE 

  O holy God, You are merciful and gracious,  I am a sinner. 
                   I have a sinful nature and a lifetime of sin.  
     I deserve Your just punishment now and forever. 
               But I am remorseful for my sin and my sins . . .  
                          and I sincerely desire to get rid of sin in my life.  
     I come before You trusting that Jesus, our Savior,      

                by His sacrificial suffering and death . . .  
                          has taken my punishment in my place. 
       I believe that You have graciously forgiven my sin and iniquities,   
                                and You have given me the righteousness of Jesus. 
         Holy God, I want to follow You and live a life of holiness,  
                    following the model of Jesus in every way. 
                   Fill me with Your Spirit, guiding and empowering me.   Amen 
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
A SONG OF PRAISE - HWC 626 - “Praise God” 
 
  Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.  
   Praise Him all creatures here below. 
  Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

   We praise You, God, our Lord, above,  
    for You have blessed us with Your love. 
   We laud Your name.  We love You most,  
     O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    With heart-felt thanks, we sing our praise,  
     renewed in joy our voices raise. 
    With all the saints in heaven above,  
      we praise You, God, for Your great love. 

GOD BLESSES US WITH ADDED GRACE 

A PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE WORDS OF JESUS CONSECRATING THE ELEMENTS OF THE SACRAMENT 
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THE SHARED BLESSING 

 Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 People: And also with you.  Amen 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

Please join in singing the following songs during the distribution of the sacrament: 

  LSB 537 - "Beautiful Savior" 
    LSB 867 - "Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds” 
 
A POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

THE SPIRIT WORKS IN US, AMONG US, AND THROUGH US 

 
REMINDERS OF GOD’S BLESSINGS AND OUR OPPORTUNITIES TO REJOICE 
 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG – LSB 918 – ‘Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer” 

Guide Me, O My Greet Redeemer, pilgrim through this treach’rous land. 
    I am weak, but You are mighty; hold me with Your pow’rful hand. 
       Bread of Heaven, Bread of Heaven, feed me till want no more.  
          I will always sing my praise to You. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

Silent Prayer 
Announcements 

Please put your blue “Connection Form” and your offering in the “Offering Plate”  
at the back of the sanctuary.  

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING. GO OUT WITH CHRIST. 

We are wonderfully blessed as we worship . . . by the Word of God, the Spirit of God,  
and also the encouragement of others who trust God and His word.  

As you leave the sanctuary this morning, greet others.   
Make a special effort to get to know someone you don't know. 

Reach out to those in other age groups too.   

Keyboardist – Diane Johncock . . Assisting Pastor – SM Pastor Dan Longden .  
Worship Leader/Preacher – Jim Eggert – Intentional Interim Pastor 
Assisting Pastor – Mark Gawura – SM Pastor for Care Ministries 


