June 2021
The Season of Pentecost
We are the people of God,
graciously saved by God
through the sacrificial death of Jesus
and the work of the Holy Spirit.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES
8:30 and 11:15 am

I will extol the LORD at all times;
His praise will always be on my lips.
My soul will boast in the LORD;
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
Glorify the LORD with me;
let us exalt His name together.
Psalm 34:1-3 (NIV)

TO LIVE IS TO DIE
Jesus said — John 12:24-25: “I tell you the
truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the
ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
The man who loves his life will lose it,
while the man who hates his life
in this world will keep it for eternal life.”
With God in me, I must die to self
in order to produce abundant fruit.

Jesus has ascended into heaven
where He reigns over all things
in the Kingdom of Power
and over His Church
in the Kingdom of Grace.
In this Season of Pentecost we are
reminded that we also have the Holy
Spirit in us, working in us in multiples
ways. We are people in whom these
prophecies are being fulfilled. “In the
last days, God says, I will pour out my
Spirit on all people. ... I will show
wonders in the heavens above and
signs on the earth below. … And
everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.”
(portions of the prophecies of Joel 2:28-32)

Pastor’s June 2021 Letter
I used this letter a couple years ago, but in our present culture is seems very pertinent.

A LAND OF FREEDOM
I received the following from a friend a few years ago. As we celebrate Memorial Day and July 4th it is
a beautiful reminder of the freedoms we DO have in the United States and our rights to exercise them.

…………………………………………………………..
It has always been the custom at Roane County High School football games to say a prayer and
play the National Anthem to honor God and Country.
Due to a recent ruling by the Supreme Court, I am told that saying a prayer is a violation of Federal
Case Law. As I understand the law at this time, I can use this public facility to approve of sexual
perversion and call it "an alternate life style," and if someone is offended, that's OK.
I can use it to condone sexual promiscuity, by dispensing condoms and calling it, "safe sex." If
someone is offended, that's OK. I can even use this public facility to present the merits of killing an
unborn baby as a "viable means of birth control." If someone is offended, no problem.
I can designate a school day as "Earth Day" and involve students in activities to worship religiously
and praise the goddess "Mother Earth" and call it "ecology." I can use literature, videos and presentations in the classroom that depicts people with strong, traditional Christian convictions as "simple
minded" and "ignorant" and call it "enlightenment."
However, if anyone uses this facility to honor GOD and to ask HIM to Bless this event with safety
and good sportsmanship, then Federal Case Law is violated. This appears to be inconsistent at
best, and at worst, diabolical. Apparently, we are to be tolerant of everything and anyone, except
GOD and HIS Commandments.
Nevertheless, as a school principal, I frequently ask staff and students to abide by rules with which
they do not necessarily agree. For me to do otherwise would be inconsistent at best, and at worst,
hypocritical. I suffer from that affliction enough unintentionally. I certainly do not need to add an
intentional transgression.
For this reason, I shall "Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar's," and refrain from praying at this
time. However, if you feel inspired to honor, praise and thank GOD and ask HIM, in the name of JESUS,
to Bless this event, please feel free to do so. As far as I know, that's not against the law -- yet."

This is a statement that was read over the PA system at the football game at Roane County High School,
Kingston, Tennessee, by school Principal, Jody McLeod. One by one, the people in the stands bowed
their heads, held hands with one another and began to pray. They prayed in the stands. They prayed in
the team huddles. They prayed at the concession stand and they prayed in the announcer's box!
Somehow, Kingston, Tennessee remembered what so many have forgotten. We are given the Freedom
OF Religion, not the Freedom FROM Religion. Praise GOD that we have the freedom to pray!
As children of God, shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life in the midst of

Thank You for inviting others to worship with you!

THE SPIRIT OF FRESH FIRE
Jim Cymbala wrote the following four paragraphs in Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire.
The gospel of Jesus Christ will be planted today in hostile cities and territories and nations
ONLY by mighty men and women who dare to take risks. Apathetic churches across the land
will be revived only by people of deep spirituality who refuse to accept the status quo. Wayward
children and broken marriages will be touched by the hand of God only as someone stands in
the gap and fights valiantly in the power of the Spirit. (page 170)
We need men and women who will step out to turn back today's slide toward godlessness,
prayerless churches, family breakup, and waning evangelistic fervor. (page 172)
What the world's situation cries out for today is this kind of determined and desperate faith that
grips the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, and won't let go until victory comes.
(page 174)
Where is the enemy being driven back? That is the great yearning of spiritually minded people
[ – to drive back the devil]. (page 178)
Where are the people who will make a difference for the Lord? Let yourself be driven by the Spirit
of God. Shun the things of this sinful world. As a chosen person of God – saved through His mercy
and grace -- will you be one of them who give your life to make a difference for the Lord?

TO LIVE IS TO DIE
Jesus said — John 12:24-25:
“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel
of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single seed.
But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
The man who loves his life will lose it,
while the man who hates his life in
this world will keep it for eternal life.”

With God in me,
I must die to self in order
to produce abundant fruit.

Jesus' words in John 13:34

Why Excellence?
Yes, why do we strive for excellence and
beauty around the house of the Lord?
Because the Lord is the one and only
eternal God. He deserves all honor
and glory, worship and praise.
He deserves better than our best.

A “SERVANT EVENT” for ADULTS!
Have you ever wanted to go on a Servant Event?
Adults?
Opportunities are available.
Want to explore the possibilities?
Talk to Pastor Jim, or send a note, or call.
pastorjimeggert@gmail.com . . . or by phone -- 517-703-6529.

The ONE
who is in you
is greater than the
one who is in the world.
(1 John 4:4)

"A Bible that's falling apart
probably belongs to someone who isn't."
Christian Johnson

Please pray for the Gospel ministry
and mission around the world.
Pray that people of faith would
grow even more and that the lost
would come to faith in Jesus as their
savior and only hope of eternal life.

God's word for the
eternal salvation of the world.

A BEAUTIFUL BIT
OF GOD’S WORD
1 John 3:1 (NIV)
How great is the love the Father
has lavished on us, that we should
be called children of God!
And that is what we are!

Wake up every morning and say:
“God, I am so thankful You love me.”
You will be off to a great start.

THE FOUNDATION STATEMENT FOR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
This is a statement of who we are
and how we function together as God’s people in this congregation.
We are people of God, graciously saved by God through
the sacrificial death of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit.
In relationship with God as His family,
recognizing His love for us,
in faith we seek Him whole-heartedly,
worship and commune faithfully,
absorb God's word, pray to Him, and obey Him.
In relationship to others both inside and outside our family of God,
as people enlightened by the Holy Spirit to the atoning work of God’s Son,
Jesus Christ, we encourage, serve, and care for others.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we evangelize, witness, and share
with a desire to make all people disciples of Jesus.

