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OUR CELEBRATION OF JESUS’ VICTORY 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021 
8:30 AND 11:15 am 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Charlotte Michigan 

 

WELCOME 

We are pleased that God has moved you to worship this morning.   
May your soul be renewed through His Word and Spirit.   

  
  

PEACE and JOY 

TO  

YOU 

FROM GOD 
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LORD, I LOVE THE HABITATION OF YOUR HOUSE  

AND THE PLACE WHERE YOUR GLORY DWELLS. 

Psalm 26:8 

 

The Lord is present in those who are His people by grace through faith.  
In His house, He is present when even two or three are gathered together 

 in His name.  Here in His house, He is present in His word and in the sacrament.   
He is present in the "body of Christ" – the body of believers.   

His glory is in us and among us and around us.  
"Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells."  

 

 
 

GOD'S WORD FOR TODAY 

“Know this . . . :  It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man  
stands before you healed. ... Salvation is found in no one else, for there 

is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 

Acts 4:10, 12 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
First Lutheran Church’s Communion Participation Policy 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at First Lutheran in the belief and glad confidence 
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 
our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who 

trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 
 as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which  

is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold any 
understanding different from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive this sacrament, 
 are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

 

OUR THEME TEXT TODAY 

Hebrews 11:1 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for  
and assurance about what we do not see. 
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THOUGHTS FOR TODAY 

We probably wonder at times why the almighty and sovereign God, Who loves us with 
unfathomable love, seems to be absent.  He isn’t doing things the way we envision.  

He should, shouldn’t He? Yet the Bible reminds us – teaches us – that God works out all  
things for good and that He truly “can do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.” 

 (Romans 8:28 and  Ephesians 4:20) 

 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Please help the children worship. 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US AND WE COMMUNE WITH HIM 
 

A PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND INVITATION 
 
AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN PRAISE - 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 

2 
By this gospel you 

are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. 

3 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 
that he was buried, that he 

was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
5 
and that he appeared to 

Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 
6 
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred 

of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 
some have fallen asleep. 

7 
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 

8 
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 
OUR HYMN OF PRAISE - LSB 464 - "The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”    

stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH (adapted from the Apostles Creed) 

Pastor: Sovereign God, as we speak, may our confession of faith come from our 
hearts and be lived out in our lives.  

  All:  I believe in You, God.  You are God from eternity – 
            three persons in one God. 

Pastor: You are our Father and creator. 
  All:   You, O Father, are the almighty creator of heaven and earth.   
  Pastor: You are our redeemer – our savior. 



4  

  All:  I believe in You, Jesus Christ.  You are our Savior and Lord,  
        the only Son of the Father.  You were conceived by the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the virgin Mary.  You suffered under Pontius Pilate 
       and were crucified for my sins.  You died and were buried. 
                      But on the third day, alive again, You descended into hell,  
                           and came out of the grave.  You ascended into heaven . . .  
                                      and sit on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
         There You reign as Lord of lords and King of kings.   
     I believe that You will come again 
                             to judge both the living and the dead. 

  Pastor: You are our sanctifier and encourager and enabler. 
All:  I believe in You, Holy Spirit of God, 
      because You have brought me to faith in Christ Jesus . . . 
                     and have convinced me that He is my Savior from sin.  
                I believe that You have made me a part of the holy Christian church, 

which is the communion of saints.  
   I believe that with all the saints I will rise from the dead . .  
                       and live eternally in Your presence. Amen. 

  (sing)    Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious Father, Lord on high. 
       Alleluia to You, Savior, You, who gained the victory. 
                           Alleluia to You, Spirit, fount of love and sanctity. 
             Alleluia! Alleluia to the Triune Majesty.  

(sung to the tune of LSB 477 “Hymn of Joy”) 

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE 
 
A SONG OF PRAISE – “How Beautiful Your Songs of Praise” – the adult choir 
 

OUR PRAYERS AS THE FAMILY OF GOD IN THIS PLACE 

Hebrews 4:16  

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,  
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 
THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
           Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 



5  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD AND SPIRIT 
 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
A HYMN THAT SETS THE STAGE FOR OUR MESSAGE - LSB 476 - "Who Are You”  

stanzas 1-2 
 

THE MESSAGE       

PROPHECIES FULFILLED 

. . . A RECORD OF FAITHFULNESS . . .  

 
Micah 5:2 . . . Malachi 3:1 

Luke 24:13-27 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had 
happened. As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself 
came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. He 
asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, 
their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only 
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 
these days?” “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.  “He 
was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. The chief 
priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 
him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And 
what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. 
They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 
Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said, but they did not see Jesus.” Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, and how 
slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Messiah have to 
suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
himself. 
 

Genesis 3:14-15 . . . Genesis 49:10 . . . Isaiah 7:14 . . . 1 John 3:8 
Psalm 40:9 . . . Matthew 4:17 . . . Psalm 78:1-2 . . . Matthew 13:34-35 
Isaiah 9:1-2 . . . Matthew 4:12-17 . . . Isaiah 11:10 . . . John 12:18-21 

Isaiah 35:5-6 . . . Matthew 11:2-6 . . . Isaiah 53:3 . . . Luke 4:28-29 
Zechariah 9:9 . . . Numbers 21:9 . . . John 3:14-15 . . . Job 19:23–27 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%205%3A2&version=NIV
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John 5:24-29 . . . Psalm 31:5 . . . Luke 23:46 . . . Luke 24:30-35 
John 14:1 . . . Hebrews 11:1 . . . Ephesians 3:20  

 
Luke 24:28-35 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he 
were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; 

the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road 
and opened the Scriptures to us? They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There 
they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying: “It is true! 
The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened 

on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

 

GOD'S WORD AND SPIRIT ENABLE OUR RESPONSE  

A HYMN OF JOY AND TRIUMPH - LSB 476 - "Who Are You” - stanzas 3-5 
 
AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO CONFESS OUR SIN AND OUR FAITH 

Colossians 2:13-15 

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, 
God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,  

having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us  
and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.  

And  having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made  
a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

  
Colossians 1:13-14  

God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

  
CONFESSION OF OUR FAITH AND SIN   (Q and A) 

Please respond to each question with a verbal “Yes” or “no” according to your convictions. 

 Pastor: Do you believe that you are a sinner who in many ways does not conform 
    to God’s will? 
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   Do you believe that you were conceived and born in sin and therefore 
need a Savior to rescue you from spiritual death?   

   Do you believe that Jesus, the Son of God, is that Savior . . . and that 
    He  took the punishment for your sins by dying on the cross for you?   

    Do you believe that through Jesus you have the forgiveness of sins 
    and the gift of eternal life with God?   

    Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

    Do you desire to live your life according to God’s will and purpose? 

   Let’s pray together:  

 All:   O Lord, our God, we confess our sinfulness and our sins.   
        We desperately need Your forgiveness  
     to rescue us from our path to destruction in hell.  
    We do trust in You, Jesus.  
                                 You died for us, taking the punishment for our sin. 
      Spirit of God, pour Your grace over us, forgive us,  
                             and restore us in Your image. Amen 
           
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

 

GOD BLESSES US WITH ASSURANCE OF OUR SALVATION 

A PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

"Take and eat.  This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  
In the same way, He also took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant 
(testament) which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

A SONG OF FAITH – “Lamb of God” (Agnus Dei)                                     LSB page 163  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Grant us peace. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
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If you are a guest with us today, please see “OUR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  

COMMUNION POLICY” on page 2 of the Order of Worship. 

We will be distributing the Lord’s Supper both at the altar rail and with continuous flow. 

If you wish to commune at the altar rail, use one of the outside aisles.  
An usher there will assist you. 

If you wish to commune using continuous flow, come forward in the middle aisle 
 on the baptismal font side. An usher will assist you there. 

During the distribution of the Lord’s Supper, please join in singing these hymns: 

          LSB 537 - “Beautiful Savior”    
             LSB 540 - "Christ, the Word of God Incarnate" 

       
OUR POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

WE GO OUT WITH THANKSGIVING AND PEACE 
 
A HYMN OF JOY AND TRIUMPH - LSB 470 - "O Sons and Daughters of the King”   

stanzas 1, 8, 9 

THE BENEDICTION 
  

Silent Prayer 
 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,  
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:17 

................................................................................ 

A BIBLICAL TRIBUTE TO OUR SAVIOR 

"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth  
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 

Revelation 5:12 
 

CREDITS 
The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version, copyrighted by 

 Zondervan Publishing House.  They are used with permission.  The copyrighted songs printed in the service folder 
 are used through Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. license number 1177718  

and through arrangements with Concordia Publishing House (CPH). 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

THAT GOD'S PLAN FOR US WILL BE REALITY  
IN US AND AMONG US AND THROUGH US 


