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Pastors James Robinson and Kurt Dwyer (Martin Luther Chapel) - Ash Wednesday, 2021

Greetings from Martin Luther High School!
What an exciting season this is, as we look forward to so many wonderful activities at
school as well as in the church. Spring sports have begun, which means we have MLHS
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students taking part in track and field events along with baseball, thanks to our
partnership with Lansing Christian School.

Testing season is also upon us, with our

students preparing for the PLAN , PSAT , and SAT tests. Since our funding is not tied to
these results, we are able to use them purely as a snapshot of what our students know
and can do. With COVID-19 restrictions easing and the possibility of "normal" school on
the horizon, this data will help us identify strengths and growth areas for upcoming
years. Campus Cleanup Day is also coming up, when we will take an afternoon and
spruce up our beautiful grounds and building. We have spent the season of Lent in
contemplation of

Holy Week , remembering the steps our Lord took toward Calvary,

our ultimate redemption through His death and resurrection. What a blessing it was to

MARCH & APRIL EVENTS

have both Pastor Kurt Dwyer and Pastor James Robinson from Martin Luther Chapel

Standardized Testing

3.24.21

lead our chapel service, including the imposition of ashes. During Holy Week, we will

End of Third Quarter

3.26.21

have special devotionals and worship to observe the different special days. Be sure to
ask your students about these events!
Serving Christ with you,
Traci Backus
Superintendent

Spring Break Begins

4.2.21

Return to School

4.12.21

Board of Directors Mtg.

4.19.21
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MLHS Student Voices:
THE MAVERICK EXPERIENCE

What better way is there to understand what it is like to attend

students work hard to build that sense of community. “Its

Martin Luther High School than to hear directly from the

something that you notice right away,” Jordan said. “You know

students? Four MLHS Mavericks will be sharing their perspective

that, whether or not someone is super close to you, they will

with you on what makes their school special.

always be considerate and caring.”

Brittany Titus (Sr.) said that she enjoys the close, friendly

Juma Mkuninwa (Jr.) also transferred to MLHS from a local

atmosphere at MLHS. Originally from one of the large local

public school. “The difference came right away for us,” said

public schools, she has enjoyed being a part of the close-knit

Mkuninwa, who is part of the Congolese refugee community.

community. “I would never have tried out for things before, but

“There is safety here, and there are teachers who care a lot about

here at MLHS I am involved in both Drama Club and Choir,” Titus

us. We worship God in our music and we can talk about our faith

notes. “This helped me be brave enough to try out for the

any time. It feels like a family here.”

worship team at my church. I now sing with them every other

Whether students start as freshmen, or transfer in, all are

weekend.”

welcome at Martin Luther High School. Do you know of anyone

Another upper classman, Shayna Jordan (Jr.), is thankful for the

who is currently deciding on a high school for their students?

MLHS culture with its strong sense of respect. Faculty, staff, and

We would love to have them join the MLHS community!

SHAYNA JORDAN (GR. 11)

JUMA MKUNINWA,(GR. 11)

BRITTANY TITUS (GR 12)
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All four grades compete against each other each quarter in games of skill, chance, strength, and intelligence.
Winning class gets a fun lunch and movie.

Being a Maverick
WRITTEN BY ANDRE WANGANDU
My name is Andre Wangandu and I am a junior at Martin

or even having better chances to get into colleges. Although all

Luther High School. I was born in Nyarugusu Refugee Camp in

of these reasons are important, I wanted to come to MLHS

Kigoma, Tanzania. Originally from Democratic Republic of

because I knew that my faith would grow here.

Congo, my family fled to Tazania during the war. All of my
siblings were born in Tanzania as well. We were happy there, but
we wanted to come to the United States to make a better, safer
life for our family. We are glad to be here in Michigan now.
Getting started in public school was not easy for us as refugee
students because we had very little English language. We didn’t
understand the people around us very well, and there wasn’t
always help for us when problems happened. In 2019-2020
school year, many of my friends started to go to MLHS but my
parents kept me at public school for one more year. During that
school year, my friends told me things about MLHS. For example,

Since I have been at MLHS, I have realized that this is not just
a school. It is a community. If bad things happen, people help
and support each other. For example, the father of two MLHS
students died in Africa in October of 2020.

Everyone helped

right away. Students made sympathy cards with Bible verses
written in Swahili and gathered food and supplies for the
family's mourning period. When another friend’s family had a
kitchen fire, we helped make arrangements for the family to be
safe while the house is being fixed.
In public school, I never had the courage to stand out. Now, I

I heard that there are caring teachers and regular sports at

am the Student Council President and I am the vocal leader of

MLHS. I also heard that there are Lutheran colleges, which is

the

something we did not know about before. I heard a family

scholarship I have to attend MLHS and I hope to attend

member I respect and admire talking about how important it is

Concordia University in Ann Arbor when I graduate. I would like

for students to have the chance to go to private schools. He said

to study business, education, so that I will be able to help

that there were many more opportunities within a smaller

refugees who come into the USA, the way people helped me

school, such as being able to have more attention from teachers

and my family. But I also enjoy singing and leading others in

MLHS

Chapel

Worship

Team.

I

am

thankful

for

the

praise to God, so I could be a worship leader as well. I am glad
to be at MLHS!

MLHS IS NOT JUST A
SCHOOL. IT IS A
COMMUNITY.
-ANDRE WANGANDU, GR. 11

First Annual
Mavericks' Golf Scramble
We will be holding our first
annual golf outing at the
Grand Ledge Country Club
on May 22, 2021.

Website & Public Service
Announcement Mention
First right of refusal for
next year

This fun-filled day is aimed
to raise funds to further the
education of students and
directly impact their future
needs. Reaching our funding
goals
depends
on
the
generosity of the friends of
Martin Luther High School:
our community members,
families, businesses, and
affiliated churches.

Our sponsorship levels are:
Platinum -- $750.00
One golf foursome
Two tee signage
Half page advertisement
in event program
Polo shirts for golfers

Fees for the MLHS Golf
Scramble include:
Golf cart
Continental breakfast
Green fees
BBQ Lunch
Games
Prizes
and more!
Proceeds from this event will
be used to support the MLHS
Tuition Assistance Program.
We are looking for individual
golfers and foursomes from
within the Mid-Michigan
Lutheran High School
Association Congregations
as well as the greater
Lansing area. Prices are:
Individual golfer $65.00
Foursome $240.00
We are also looking for
sponsors. Depending upon
the level chosen, the
sponsorships include:
Listing on Flyer
Banner with name and
logo at hole

Are you looking for a
sponsorship opportunity on a
smaller scale? Here are some
other items that could be
adopted by an individual or
group:
Banners
Publishing fees
Participant awards/prizes
Holes
Food Costs (BBQ at the
turn, snacks)
Game prize sponsors
Bar/Beverages
General costs

Gold-- $500.00
One golf foursome
One tee signage
Business card size
advertisement in event
program
Polo shirts for golfers
Hole -- $250.00
Golf for two(2)
Logo recognition on event
signage and in event
program
Tee -- $100.00
One tee signage
Business or family name
listed in event program
Unable to financially sponsor
at this time? Sign up as a
volunteer! There are numerous
tasks involved, both on site at
the event and prior.

G O L FERS, SPONS O R S & V O L U N T E E R S G O T O

WWW.MARTINLUTHERHIGHSCHOOL.ORG
F O R SIGN UP & C O N T A C T I N F O R M A T I O N !

