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"The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love" 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR TIME OF WORSHIP 
 

THE THIRD WEEK IN LENT 

8:30 and 11:15 am Worship 

March 7, 2021 

 

First Lutheran Church 

Charlotte, Michigan 
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WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP 

WE ARE THANKFUL YOU ARE HERE 

 

LORD, I LOVE THE HABITATION OF YOUR HOUSE  

AND THE PLACE WHERE YOUR GLORY DWELLS. 

Psalm 26:8 
 

The Lord is present in those who are His people by grace through faith.  
In His house, He is present when even two or three are gathered together 

 in His name.  Here in His house, He is present in His word and in the sacrament.  
He is present in the "body of Christ" – the body of believers.   

His glory is in us and among us and around us.  
"Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells."  

 

 
It is our privilege to gather together in the house of the Lord to worship the God  
who in His sovereignty and grace meets all our needs, including giving us life  

with him forever. Let's come humbly into His presence, seek His word and Spirit, 
 and express our confession, our thanksgiving, and our adoration. 

 

 

OUR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COMMUNION POLICY 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at First Lutheran in the belief and glad confidence that,  
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

 and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
 and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words,  
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives  

and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so 
 to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith  

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt,  
or who hold any understanding different from that of this congregation and  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive this sacrament, 
are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

 
CREDITS 

The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version, copyrighted by Zondervan 
Publishing House.  They are used with permission.  The copyrighted songs printed in the service folder are used  

through Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc and Concordia Publishing House. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

THE OPENING WORSHIP 

 
AN OPENING PRAYER 
 
OUR OPENING PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 902 - “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 
 
OUR PRAYER FROM THE PSALMS (123:1 and 130:1-5, 7-8  adapted) 

I lift up my eyes to You, to You whose throne is in heaven. 
      Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD. O Lord, hear my voice. 

       Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  
        If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
     But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are revered.  
      I wait for You, Yahweh, my soul waits, and in Your word I put my hope.  
    People of this world, put Your hope in Yahweh, the Lord, 
       for with Him is unfailing love . . . and with Him is full redemption.  
          He Himself will redeem people from all their sins. 

(sing) 

 We praise You, God, Your name we bless and worship You in humbleness. 
      From day to day we glorify the everlasting God on high. 
              Of Your great glory do we sing, and to Your throne our thanks we bring. 

 You only are the Holy One and over all are Lord alone. 
    O Jesus Christ, we glorify You and the Spirit, Lord Most High.  
      With Him You evermore shall be One in the Father’s majesty. 

            LSB 948, stanzas 2, 5 

A PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR OUR CONFESSION OF SIN AND OF FAITH 

 O Lord, You reveal Yourself in the Scriptures. 
You are certainly a loving God. 

        Your love is never missing from our lives  
               even when our love for You is missing. 

We treasure Your love . . .  and rely on Your love. 
      We believe in You and trust You.  Amen   

 
OUR CONFESSION OF SINS AND OF FAITH  

 O Holy God, God of astounding mercy and grace, 
        I believe I have a sinful nature which opposes Your will. 



4 
 

 I sin against You and Your will in my thoughts, words, and deeds . . . 
                   in what I do  . . . and in what I do not do that I should do. 
            I believe that because of my sin I deserve Your just punishment. 
        However, Jesus died to take the punishment for my sin . . .  
    and I believe that because of Jesus’ sacrifice . . .   
                     You have graciously forgiven me. 
         God, by the power of the Holy Spirit in me, 
        enable me to live my life according to Your will. 
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS BECAUSE OF JESUS 
 
A SONG OF RESPONSE - BoB 24 - “Blessed Assurance 

 Blessed assurance Jesus is mine B O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
   Heir of salvation purchase of God!  Born of His Spirit washed in His blood! 
           This is my story this is my song B praising my Savior all the day long. 
              This is my story this is my song B praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING – Psalm 55:1-2a, 12-14, 16-17; Psalm 41:9 

[The psalmist no doubt wrote about a current situation, but it also foreshadowed 
Jesus’ life.] Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 

2 
hear me and 

answer me. … 
12 

If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were 
rising against me, I could hide. 

13 
But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, 

my close friend, 
14 

with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship at the house of God, 
as we walked about among the worshipers. …

16 
As for me, I call to God, and the 

LORD saves me. 
17 

Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears 
my voice. 

41:9 
Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted 

his heel against me.  [Note: Celebrating the Passover meal with His disciples, 
Jesus said (John 13:18-19):

 18 
“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have 

chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has 
lifted up his heel against me.’ 

19 
I am telling you now before it happens, so that when 

it does happen you will believe that I AM.”] 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 22:47-53 (NIV) 

[In the Garden of Gethsemane, after praying, Jesus was talking to His disciples.] 
While he was still speaking, a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, 
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one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 
48

 but 
Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

49 
When 

Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, should we strike 
with our swords?" 

50
 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting 

off his right ear. 
51

 But Jesus answered, "No more of this!" And he touched the 
man's ear and healed him. 

52
 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of 

the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a rebellion, 
that you have come with swords and clubs? 

53
 Every day I was with you in the 

temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour – when  
darkness reigns." 

Pastor: This is the gospel reading – a message for our study. 
All:  O LORD, open our ears and minds so that we understand  
      what is happening here and how it applies to us.  Amen  
 

THE EPISTLE READING – 1 Peter 5:6-11 (NIV) 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time. 

7 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

8
 Be self-controlled 

and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone 
to devour. 

9
 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your 

brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
10

 And 
the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and stead- 
fast. 

11
 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 912 - "Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 
 
THE MESSAGE              "The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love" 

Luke 22:47-53 
 

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

         
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 722 - “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” - stanzas 1, 3 
 
OUR CONGREGATION’S PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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    Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
          For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
                      and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

THE LORD BLESSES US WITH HIS GREAT GIFTS 
 
THE CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
A PRAYER FOR ALL AS WE RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
    During the distribution, please join in singing the following hymns: 

                LSB 559 - "Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion" – stanzas 1-4 
                   LSB 435 - “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” – stanzas 1, 3-4 
  
A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
OUR CLOSING PRAISE - LSB 543 - “What Wondrous Love This” – stanzas 1, 4 
 
THE BENEDICTION          

 Pastor: The grace of our Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, 
    and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 All:   Amen  

Silent Prayer 
.................................................................................... 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 

Thanks for worshiping today! 
May you be filled with the joy, love, and peace that only Christ Jesus can bring. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

What a privilege to be chosen ones of the only true God to be His forever. 
He is our creator and provider, Savior, and Sanctifier. All our needs are met through His 

benevolence.  In giving our tithes and offerings, we simply return  
some of what He has given to us to acknowledge His gifts  

and express our trust and thanksgiving. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT IN PRAYER 

Through the Scriptures, we learn that it is very important for us to speak to our God in 
prayer.  In fact, daily communion with God helps us maintain our focus on Him and 
certainly helps us become aligned with His will.  Many people have found that prayers 
of several types are beneficial: prayers of praise, thanksgiving, confession, and asking 
(petition).  Our covenant with God – our PACT with God – is enhanced and strengthened  
as we in faith pray diligently, faithfully, and unceasingly. 

Praise - Adoration expressed to God for who He is and for His attributes. 

Asking - Specific requests of God for others, oneself, the church, the world, etc., 
including spiritual, emotional, relational, and physical needs. 

Confession - Confession of one's sinfulness by nature and one's actual sins  
of commission and omission, as well as confessing our trust in Jesus as our Savior. 

Thanks - Thanks expressed to God for what He has done or said. 

 
PRAYER IDEAS FOR OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM 

Pray for Christians across our county, our state, our country, and the world to grow in 
personal trust in the Triune God and in our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Pray that you and all followers of Jesus across the world will grow in God’s kind of love, 
mercy, grace, compassion, wisdom, justice, holiness, and faithfulness so that we truly 
represent God verbally and physically and genuinely in every form of communication 
and contact in our immediate families and our extended families, our neighborhoods, 
work places, and the public square. 

Pray for your own abilities to love people with God-like love and to desire and work for 
the eternal best interests of all people you encounter or with whom you engage. 

Pray for people around the world, including people in our own area, that we/they would 
use the Bible, read it or listen to it being read, and be moved by it to new or greater 
faith, trust, godliness, enlightenment, zeal for godliness, and public witness to their trust 
in the true God. 

Pray that God’s people everywhere would recognize the “lostness” of the people around 
us nearby and in our nation and world. 

Pray that you will always live a life of faith in the true God and in Jesus, our 
savior/rescuer, and that you would exhibit your faith in a life of love, reverence, 
faithfulness, and complete confidence in Him. 
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A PRAYER FOR OUR PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

O Lord, Triune God, give us zeal for the lost like Your zeal for the lost. Help us love the 
lost the way You love the lost.  Their sins have already been punished.  Help us 
recognize their desperate eternal status. Your word teaches us that there is only one 
way to spiritual life and eternal life – Jesus, Who already took the punishment for the 
sinfulness and sins of all people. Lost people 
need to know that and trust Jesus. 

Thank You, Jesus. You gave up Your place and Your glory to come to this earth to 
rescue us. You showed us holiness.  You showed us Your power. You showed us the 
love of God.  You died, suffering the wrath of God against our sinfulness and sin. 
Literally, You have already taken the punishment for everyone’s sinfulness and sins.  
People need to know that and trust You.   

Spirit of God, You are in us who are saved now.  You brought us to trust in Jesus as 
our Savior and only hope of eternal life.  Move us.  Open our eyes and ears. Fill us with 
passion.  Yes, fill us with passion for giving other people the Way of Salvation.  Make 
us bold. Make me bold. 

Spirit of God, remind me to pray for the lost everywhere, including the lost in my family, 
my extended family, my neighborhood, my workplace, and my community.  And then, 
Spirit of God, prompt me to action.  Give me love.  Give me words.  Give me zeal. Give 
me faith to believe You still want everyone saved.  

O Lord, I pray for our nation that true Christians would live lives of faith and love, 
displaying Your love to everyone we encounter. Make us passionate about Your 
mission of saving all people. 

For the many in our country who think of themselves as Christians but do not trust 
Jesus as their Savior, guide them to the truth.  For those who oppose You as the man 
Saul did a couple thousand years ago, change their hearts and make them as 
passionate as Saul, renamed Paul, when You turned his life around..   

Turn our nation . . . and the world.  We appeal to You, O Lord, preserve us in true faith 
and make us bold in living our lives for You.  To You be all the glory.  Amen 
 
OTHER PRAYER IDEAS . . .     

 
 


