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WEEKNIGHT LENTEN SERVICE 
First  Lutheran Church 

Charlotte, Michigan 

Wednesday Evening 
March 3, 2021 – Week 3 

 

WERE YOU THERE?  
In our Lenten message series we will be examining the teachings of Jesus after He arrived 
in Jerusalem on what we now call Palm Sunday.  Jesus went to the temple every day to  
teach.  What did He teach?  What did He mean?  How does that apply to us?  

We will also integrate discussion of the prayer Jesus gave us, which we now call the “Lord’s 
Prayer.”  The message each week will be presented in a drama with about six towns-people 
asking and answering questions, some of whom have heard Jesus or heard about Him and 
His teaching.  The drama will answer some of your questions and probably stimulate more.   
  

THE OPENING WORSHIP 
 
THE INVOCATION 
 
OUR PSALM AND PRAYER BEFORE THE LORD 

(Please note the children through 8
th
 graders are invited to participate separately here.) 

 Pastor: O Lord, our days are like the evening shadow; we wither away like grass. 
But You, O LORD, sit enthroned forever; Your renown endures through 
all generations.  Let this be written for a future generation, that a people 
not yet created may praise Yahweh, the Lord. (Psalm 102: 11-12, 18) 

 All: "The LORD looked down from His sanctuary on high, from heaven 
He viewed the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners  

   . . . and to release those condemned to death."  (Psalm 102:19-20) 
 Pastor: So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and His praise in the 

holy city when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the 
LORD. (Psalm 102:21-22) 

 All:  O LORD, in the beginning You laid the foundations of the earth,  
     and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, 
     but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment.  

 Like clothing You will change them and they will be discarded.  
     But You remain the same, and Your years will never end.  

      (Psalm 102:25-27) 
 Pastor and Children: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 All:   You are worthy.  You and Your name are glorious indeed. 
 Pastor and Children: Thy kingdom come,  
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    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 All:  Yes, Lord God, build Your kingdom in us and among us.  
   Enable us, by Your Spirit, to do Your will . . .  
    and willingly give ourselves to Your work. 
 Pastor and Children:  Give us this day our daily bread. 
 All:  Meet all our needs as You have promised. 
 Pastor and Children:  Forgive us our trespasses 
        as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 All:  We need Your forgiveness more than we need anything. 
 Pastor and Children:  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 All:   We need Your power to overcome . . . 
      because so many things tempt us.   
 Pastor and Children: Thine is the kingdom and the power   
            and the glory forever and ever. 
 All:  You alone are supreme.  
      You reign now and will reign forever. Amen. 

 
A HYMN OF PRAISE - LSB 528 - "Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" 

 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise -- 
       the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!  

  My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
  to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 

 Look to the Lord, who did atone for sin, O fallen race. 
 Look and be saved through faith alone; be justified by grace.  

 See all our sins on Jesus laid; the Lamb has made us whole. 
  His soul was once an off'ring made for every human soul.  

 To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever giv'n 
 by saints below and saints above – the Church in earth and heav'n.  
 
 
 

A TIME FOR STUDYING THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING – Daniel 9:1-7a, 8c-11, 13-16a, 18b-19a  

In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler 
over the Babylonian kingdom – {2} in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to 
Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 



 
 3 

{3} So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in 
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. {4} I prayed to the LORD my God and 
confessed: "O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 
with all who love him and obey his commands, {5} we have sinned and done 
wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your 
commands and laws. {6} We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who 
spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people 
of the land. {7} Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame . . 
. {8c} because we have sinned against you. {9} The Lord our God is merciful and 
forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; {10} we have not obeyed the 
LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. {11} 
All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you. 
Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the 
servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against 
you. ... {13} Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come 
upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from 
our sins and giving attention to your truth. {14} The LORD did not hesitate to bring 
the disaster upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he does; yet 
we have not obeyed him. {15} Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out 
of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this 
day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. {16} O Lord, in keeping with all your 
righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath . . . {18b} We do not make 
requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. {19} 
O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive!" 

 
THE GOSPEL READING - Matthew 21:33-46 

[Jesus said] "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. 
Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. {34} 
When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect 
his fruit. {35} The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. {36} Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, 
and the tenants treated them the same way. {37} Last of all, he sent his son to 
them. 'They will respect my son,' he said. {38} But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his 
inheritance.' {39} So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. {40} Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?" {41} They replied, "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, 
and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 
crop at harvest time." {42} Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the 
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Scriptures: 'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord 
has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? {43} Therefore I tell you that the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will 
produce its fruit. {44} He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on 
whom it falls will be crushed." {45} When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard 
Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking about them. {46} They looked for a way 
to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he 
was a prophet. 

 
 Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
   In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets  
    at many times and in various ways . . . 
 All:  but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son,  
    Whom He appointed heir of all things,  
     and through Whom He made the universe. 
 Pastor: The Son is the radiance of God's glory . . .  
 All:  and the exact representation of His being,  
     sustaining all things by His powerful word. 
 
OUR SONG OF WORSHIP - BoB 12 - “As the Deer” 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after Thee.  
You alone are my heart's desire, and I long to worship Thee. 

(refrain) You alone are my strength, my shield.  
To You alone may my spirit yield.        

      You alone are my heart's desire, and I long to worship Thee. 

You're my friend and You are my brother even though You are a King. 
   I love You more than any other -- so much more than anything.  (refrain)  

I want You more than gold or silver – only You can satisfy.  
  You alone are the real joy-giver and the apple of my eye.  (refrain)  
  

A PRAYER FOR OUR WORSHIP 
 
THE MESSAGE      "Thy Will Be Done on Earth as It Is in Heaven"  

"Were You There?" 
part 3 

      Thoughts or questions that occurred to you . . .  
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A TIME OF RESPONSE TO OUR GOD AND HIS WORD 
 
A TIME FOR REFLECTION ON OUR LORD'S PRAYER 

 Pastor: Jesus began the prayer He taught us with this direct address to the 
   God who chose us and made us His – the God we trust and worship:  

"Our Father who art in heaven."  What do these words mean? 
  All:  With these words . . . God tenderly invites us to believe . . .  
         that He is our true Father . . and that we are His true children,  
       so that with all boldness and confidence . . .  
      we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 
 Pastor: After addressing our Father, Jesus began with a very important petition: 

"Hallowed be Thy name."  He followed that with: "Thy Kingdom come." 
    What does this mean?   
 All:  The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, 
      but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.   
 Pastor: How does God's kingdom come?  
 All: God's kingdom comes . . . when our heavenly Father gives us  
        His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word . . . 
     and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.  
 Pastor: Jesus then prayed this petition: "Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
    heaven." What does this mean?   
 All:  The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer,  
      but we pray in this petition . . . that it may be done among us also. 
 Pastor: How is God's will done? 
 All:     God's will is done . . . when He breaks and hinders  
     every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world,  
      and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God's name 
      . . . or let his kingdom come.  (His will is also done) 
          when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word  
       and faith until we die.  This is his good and gracious will. 

 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - PRc 176 - "Lord, Be Glorified" 

 In my life, Lord, Thy will be done – Thy will be done. 
  In my life, Lord, Thy will be done today. 

   In my home, Lord, Thy will be done – Thy will be done.   
    In my home, Lord, Thy will be done today. 

  In Your church, Lord, Thy will be done – Thy will be done.  
   In Your church, Lord, Thy will be done today. 
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     In the world, Lord, Thy will be done – Thy will be done.  
     In the world, Lord, Thy will be done today. 
 
OUR PRAYER OF RESPONSE  

(using the words of Daniel the prophet and Paul the apostle) 

 Pastor: O holy God, Ancient of Days, it is with expectation that we look forward 
  to seeing You on Your throne. 
 All: We look forward to seeing the thousands upon thousands attending 

You . . . and the ten thousand times ten thousand standing before You.  
 Pastor: Sovereign God . . . Holy God, we know the books will be opened. 
    (Daniel 7:9-10 NIV)) 
 All: While we know that we are sinners, we know that we have been 

given the righteousness of Jesus . . . and declared to be saints.  
 Pastor: For Your word has taught us: "But now a righteousness from God, apart 

from law, has been made known . . .   
 All: "This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ   
           to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned  
                          and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by His 
                             grace . . . through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.   
     God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement,  
                                through faith in His blood."  (Romans 3:21-25 NIV)   

  Gracious God, we believe Your word.   
          Our names are written in the Book of Life. 
 Pastor: We believe that the Son of Man – Jesus –  
    will come with the clouds of heaven.  
 All:  He will take us to be with Him in His "everlasting dominion 
     that will not pass away – that will never be destroyed." (Daniel 7:14) 
 Pastor: What a blessing to be Yours through Your grace--to be declared a saint. 
 All:  "The saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom . . .  

       and will possess it forever – yes, for ever and ever."  (Daniel 7:18) 
  Hallelujah!  Amen 

 
A SONG OF FAITH – “My Song Is Love Unknown” (solo by Danielle Danke) 
 
OUR PRAYER FOR OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

God, we want to strive to be a church that you want to bless!  
     Help us to be humble servants, eager to be empowered for ministry. 
 And help us to communicate such joy, such truth, such grace,  
     and such passion for You in our lives that others would see us 
       and want to know You. Amen 
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OUR SONG OF FAITH - LSB 431 - "Not All the Blood of Beasts"   

Not all the blood of beasts on Jewish altars slain 
  could give the guilty conscience peace or wash away the stain. 

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, takes all our sins away –  
  a sacrifice of nobler name and richer blood than they. 

My faith would lay its hand on that dear head divine . . . 
  as penitently here I stand, confessing guilt is mine. 

My soul looks back to see the burden You did bear . . . 
  when hanging on the cursed tree. I know my guilt was there. 

Believing, we rejoice to see the curse removed, 
  We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice and sing His bleeding love. 

 
 

A TIME FOR OUR CLOSING WORSHIP 
 
OUR CLOSING PRAYER 
 
OUR CLOSING PRAYER IN SONG – "Jesus, Now My Praise I Give" 

(tune of LSB 887) 

  Jesus, now my praise I give, You once died that I would live. 
  All my blessings come from You through Your gracious, loving will. 

 Let my near and dear ones stand . . . in the hollow of Your hand. 
  Lord, bring me and all I love to Your perfect home above. 

 O my blest and dearest Friend, You will love me to the end. 
  Make me love You more and more . . . always better than before. 

 In my heart, before my eyes, it is You, my Lord, I prize. 
  In this life and in my death, Lord, in You I find my rest. 

What amazing love that I . . . through You, Christ, will never die. 
If I doubt and ever fear . . . help me know that You are near! 

 
THE BLESSING 

 ........................................................................ 

THANKS FOR WORSHIPING 

Please join us again next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
for our fourth Midweek Lenten Service and the fourth message 

 in the series: "Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread" 
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THANK YOU 
Thanks to those who participated in our message through drama 

and to all other who prepared in advance and served us during our worship. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY 
Thursday, April 1, worship at 6:30 pm 

Friday, April 2, worship at 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Two Worship Services 
8:30 and 11:15 a.m. 

Bible classes 10:00 
Children’s activity 10:30 a.m. 

 
CREDITS 

The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version, copyrighted by Zondervan 
Publishing House.  They are used with permission. The copyrighted songs printed in the service folder are used on Christian 

Copyright Licensing, Inc.  or through arrangements with Concordia Publishing House 

  
PLEASE PRAY THAT GOD'S PLAN FOR US WILL BE REALITY  

IN US AND AMONG US AND THROUGH US 

What is God’s plan for us and for our congregation?  God’s word gives us answers. 
God wants us to be His people – people who trust Him fully and follow Him faithfully.  
He wants to get rid of our sin.  He gets rid of sin in two ways: 1) by washing it away 
through the sacrifice of Jesus, and 2) by working in us through His word and Spirit to 
get rid of sin in our daily lives – both sins of commission and omission. He wants us to 
be like Him. Getting to be like Him is a life-long difficult pursuit. God wants these things 
for us. They are His will, written in His Word, the Bible.  Will you pray that He will give 
each of us desire for the things He wills for our lives as His disciples?  
 

PERSONAL PRAYERS 

O God, help us always trust Your goodness, pow'er, and grace to do what's best. 
  In Your love, You lovingly move this world  . . . and everything in it 
     to fulfill Your will.  Help us see it, acknowledge it, and treasure all You do. 
Lord God, we want to be like Jesus, totally trusting Your will for each of us. 
  Heav'nly Father, change us, making us zealous to serve in Your service.  

Thinking of the mindset of Christ, our Savior, we pray: live in us from day to day. 
  Enable us to serve Your purpose and obey Your will in every detail of our lives.. 
   Like our Savior, we want to follow all the dictates of Your will. 
    Holy Spirit, make our souls say:  "Not my will, but Yours." 

   Then empower us and fill us with zeal for doing Your will. Amen 


