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The Bible memory verse for March
Is an encouragement to us.
God enables us through His Spirit working in
His Word and sacrament to enable us
to do good and live with love.

8:30 am and 11:15 am

Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)

WORSHIP
WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES

WEDNESDAYS THROUGH MARCH
weeknight Lenten services — 6:30 pm

God is able to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine, according to
His power that is at work within us.
Remember this companion verse.

The ONE
who is in you
is greater than
the one who is in the world.

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Him
who strengthens me.

(1 John 4:4)

Jesus Is Victorious.
Experience the Difference at First Lutheran Church!
Ever wish you could change things? Change your outlook? Your attitude?
Your life? But how? Jesus and His victory over sin and death give us
the power for life-renewal -- which is God's specialty! Celebrate with us
at First and meet people just like yourself who couldn't change things,
but know that God did -- and does!
Experience a real difference from the inside out.
Jesus died and rose again so that we would have eternal life with the one true God!
Just as Jesus was raised from death, we can live in that victory now and forever!

Wednesday Evenings March 3, 10, 17, 24 — 6:30 p.m.

“Were You There?”
In this Lenten series, we take you back to Jerusalem in the week after Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The Bible tells us He went into Jerusalem
every day and taught in the temple courts.
In our weekly mid-week worship, in a little drama, we have several people who
gather at the end of each day to discuss what Jesus said and did. Pastor takes
the role of a Levite teacher, named Jacob, living near Jerusalem. You will hear
his thoughts and those of others in this discussion. The others in the discussion
are adults and children . . with varying degrees of interest and excitement about
this man Jesus. Some think He is the Messiah (or as they call it now “the Christ.")
The participants are good God-fearing people living near Jerusalem, which
gives them some opportunity to see and hear Jesus and talk about Him.

MAUNDAY THURSDAY — April 1
Worship with the Lord’s Supper 6:30 pm
This evening, we gather to remember our Lord's celebration of the
Passover and His institution of the Lord's Supper. He faced betrayal
and abandonment but Jesus remained faithful to His Father's mission.
He prepared the Passover, creating a place of forgiveness for His disciples.
This evening, He opens that place of forgiveness for you. Meditate now on
on the wondrous love of your Savior who in the face of certain sin offered
His life to be the certainty of your salvation.

GOOD FRIDAY — April 2
Worship at 1:00 and 6:30 pm
When Jesus was hanging on the cross in the middle of the day, the sun stopped shining and darkness
covered the earth. As the Lord of all creation died there, creation closed its eyes and bowed its head.
On Good Friday we gather to bow our heads at this great wonder: God's way of salvation in this world.
Greater than all earthly temples, God forgives us in the temple of His Son. Greater than all of creation,
God creates new life through the death of His Son. Greater than all earthly miracles, God demonstrates
His awesome love by sacrificing Himself for us to take the penalty for our sin and give us eternal life.
Come and worship -- reflecting on this great wonder, singing, listening, praying. When God’s people
were lost in sin, God opened for them the way of salvation, turning the horror of the crucifixion into
a place of wonder, love, and praise.

"Jesus Christ is the source —
the only source —
of meaning in life.
He provides the only
satisfactory explanation
for why we're here and
where we're going."
Dr. James C. Dobson,

SUNDAY, APRIL 4

founder of
Focus on the Family

WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS AT 8:30 AND 11:15 A.M.
Breakfast will NOT served between the services.
There will be KIDS’ ACTIVITIES and Adult Bible classes at 10 a.m.

Easter is one of those times when people who are not regular church attenders go to church.
Please pray about people you could invite. Pray for them. Then invite and bring those whose
names the Lord puts into your mind and heart.

Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name;
make known among the nations what He has done.
Psalm 105:1

Let’s pray for world missions and share the gospel,
making known what God has done.
Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matthew 28:18-20

Pastor Jim’s Letter for March 2021

A VITAL INGREDIENT IN THE LIFE OF EVERY CHRISTIAN
Dear Fellow Saints of God,
A church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained that it made no sense to
go to church every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard
something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So I
think I'm wasting my time, and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all." This started a
real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for
weeks until someone wrote this clincher: "I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single
one of those meals. But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to
do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I
had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"
What wonderful insight this gentleman had! The work of God’s word on our lives is cumulative . . .
and builds up in small increments. Oh, radical changes do happen sometimes as God’s word works
on people, but a slow gradual process is much more common. That’s a fact I need to remind myself
of as a preacher and teacher. I’d love a message on evangelism to spur a hundred people to a
changed life — a life of frequent contacts to evangelize the lost. The Spirit is working through such a
message, but He must overcome our sinful nature’s resistance. When the Spirit is successful, and
you, the Christian, say “I want to witness; I want to share the gospel with the lost,” a breakthrough
has occurred. When He gets you to pray for the desire and ability to witness on a regular basis, an
even greater breakthrough has occurred. You can be certain that your prayer for His will to be done
in your life will be answered.
Church-going is one of the areas of spiritual life in which we need a dramatic change at First Lutheran
Church. People of God who have been rescued from their path to eternal destruction live in praise
and thankfulness and worship 24-7 . . . as they commune with God heart-to-heart. The true God deserves our worship (and far more worship than we can give). However, God also commands us to
worship together. Worshiping together is what we sometimes refer to as “corporate worship.” He
commands us for our good. We need to be hearing His word, worshiping, and giving and receiving
encouragement as fellow saints. Since He has commanded us, shouldn’t we all be obeying? His
commands are for our good — our spiritual vitality. They all help us stay in faith and grow in faith.
And that leads me to many other reasons why we worship together.








We know that God promises to be there with us.
We know that we will hear the word of God and an explanation or a message on that word.
We know that there we are assured of our relationship with God through the forgiveness of sins,
accomplished through Jesus.
We know that we need the Lord’s Supper to remind us of our communion with all the saints in
heaven and on earth . . . and to be assured of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.
We know that we can be encouragers for others (both those who observe our church-going and
those at worship).
We know that we also need the fellowship of believers to help us grow spiritually.
We really do need supportive connections with other followers of Jesus.

Will you, because of your need for spiritual life and spiritual vitality . . . pray that God will make you a
regular active worshiper . . . and pray that the other saints of First will also grow in their faithfulness
in worship? May God’s will be accomplished in us and among us. Blessings to you.

Pastor Eggert

