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8:30 am - a more traditional form
11:15 am - alternating between a more modern
form and a traditional form
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The Bible memory verse for January is a
wonderful encouragement to live for our Savior
and God because we are His rescued people.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE
2 Corinthians 7:1 (NIV)

Since we have these promises, dear friends,
let us purify ourselves from everything
that contaminates body and spirit,
perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

WE BELIEVE

We believe the Bibl
The Bible first teaches us who the true God is.

THE CENTRAL TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE
1. The true God — the Triune God Who cre-
ated everything — desires a relationship with
His creation.

2. Unfortunately, we humans, because of our
sinful nature are conceived and born alienated
from God.

3. God did everything necessary to bring us
back into a relationship with Himself through
Jesus’ sacrificial de
place.

4. God gives us that gift of relationship which
includes forgiveness and eternal life with Him
(which we do not deserve but Jesus earned
for us) and we receive it through faith, not
through works.

5. We also believe and use the three ecumeni-
cal creeds as correct
word — the Apostles Creed, the Nicene Creed,
and the Athanasian Creed.

At h

By God’s grace, we belong to the family
of God and serve the one and only true
God, Who is the Sovereign Lord.

He is the Lord of the church.
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A PRIVILEGE

First of all, it is certainly my privilege to serve GOD, the God we worship — the true God — who has re-

vealed Himself in the Scriptures as a Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is also my privilege

to serve YOU, the people of God in this place, and to serve with you in reaching out to the unsaved.

As | serve you, it is my privilege to share God’ s
to assure and bless. We could certainly add many other verbs to the list of things | do in service: teach,
comfort, listen, share, nurture, forgive, train, bury, invite, pray with and pray for, evangelize, follow up,

help, counsel, lead, organize, . . . .

Together we have a great challenge as people of God. The challenge is staying with the true God, the

God who saved us, and not getting pulled away. Of
our faith and keeping us in the true faith. Unfortunately, our sinful natures still fight against God and

make us very self-oriented. In our sinful natures we want to rule our own lives. Doing so pushes God

away from us.

What does it mean to be a Christian? I't means rec
being a citizen in His kihngdom —t he Ki ngdom of Gr ace. As citizens
promises, and we trust Jesus as our Savior and only hope of eternal life. As citizens we have the gifts of
forgiveness and eternal life with God and His Spirit in us. As citizens of His kingdom we are His people,
struggling against sin in our lives and the temptations of our sinful nature, the world, and the devil.

Notice: As Christians we are struggling against sin, not going with the flow of our sinful nature. As
Christians we receive God’'s forgiveness, and in gr
faithfully.

You should be aware of many people who think of th
as their Savior from sin and only hope of eternal
There are two primary kinds of people who think of

1) People who believe in a god and believe that one gets into that after-life with god by being a good
person. Such people will often have the perspe
good in their lives outweighs the bad. Or, while thinking of themselves as Christians, they may
wonder whether they have done enough good to be

2) People who say they believe in Jesus as their Savior, but they have no intent to live as a citizen
of His kingdom. Such people will often expect that virtually everyone will be in heaven because
God loves everyone. Therefore, to them it does not matter what you do in your life or whom you
serve. Remember: Good works do not contribute to our salvation, but they are the natural
outgrowth of remorse over sinfulness and faith in a gracious savior.

The true Christian who trusts in Jesus for salvation and his/her only hope of eternal life must guard
against this view. Jesus said — Matthew 16:24 (NIV) — "If anyone would come after me, he must deny

hi mself and take up his cross and foll ow me."” Tru
that is true repentance. (cf James 2:17-1 8 ; Matt 4:17) G o d— Galatiaosr6d-8,t el | s
“A man reaps what He sows . . . “ et c.

We will always be sinners in this | i+declareditbbevmly er |,

— is a call to holiness in life. In the same way, God's grace in Christ brings us to faith and inspires a
response. The Gospel stimulates our faith and motivates us to good works. Being chosen to be God's
child under His blessings mobilizes us to worship and service.

Knowing that we are sinners in our sinful nature and sinners by what we do that we should not do and by
not doing what we should, we grasp God’'s gift with
merciful and gracious God. It is our privilege to be the chosen people of the true God.

Pastor Eggert



