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WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
8:30 and 11:15  

November 29, 2020 

WELCOME TO THE WORSHIP 

AND FELLOWSHIP OF GOD'S PEOPLE. 

Our prayer is that you would be encouraged spiritually today . . . 

 and that you would be encouraged in the fellowship of Jesus-followers. 

  
 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Charlotte, Michigan 
  
  

“Set Your  

Hearts and Minds  

on  

Things Above”  

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- 
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- 

not by works, so that no one can boast."  

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)   
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WELCOME 
 

Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church.  May God's word  
and Spirit touch your heart and mind and life today to give you  

renewal and joy, as well as complete peace in Him. 
 

First Lutheran Church is a Christian congregation – God's people – on a mission. 
  We Christians have been called together to be God's people in this place. 

  Our congregation exists to share the message of our Lord's love and forgiveness  
with all sinners and connect sinners to Jesus.  Wherever we go or whatever  

we do during the week, we are committed to let our Lord's love shine through 
 in our words and actions so that others in our community and around the world  

will also have God's gift of forgiveness and eternal life with Him.  
 

Before we worship, let's pray that God would fill the spirits of all who worship,  
renewing us, enlightening us, and giving us zeal.  Please pray also that  
anyone who does not yet trust God's promise of salvation through Jesus 

 and trust Jesus as his/her Savior would do so today.  
 

"PARTICIPATION FORM" AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

(an insert in your bulletin) 
We are asking that every individual or family complete a "Connection Form" 

and put it into the offering basket at the back of the sanctuary.  
 Please also share your prayer requests. 

 
CHILDCARE 

If you need a place to take a child during the worship, you may certainly take 
 your child to the area behind the windows at the back of the sanctuary. 

If that room is occupied, you can use the Child Care area down the west hallway.  
Both areas have speakers so that you can hear the service. 

 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 The order of worship is "blended," incorporating hymns and songs, readings, message, and prayers. 

 
If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare His own Son, 

but gave Him up for us all – how will he not also, along with Him, 
graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against 

those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
Romans 8:31-33 (NIV) 
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THE ENTRANCE INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
A PRAYER OF PRAISE AND INVITATION 
 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LW 207 - "To Your Temple, Lord, I Come" 

(stanzas 1-4, 7) (tune Gott Sei Dank – LSB 830) 

To Your temple, Lord, I come, for it is my worship home. 
This earth has no better place; here I see my Savior’s face. 

I through Him am reconciled; I through Him become Your child. 
Abba, Father, give me grace in Your courts Your love to trace. 

While Your glorious praise is sung, touch my lips unloose my tongue . .  
   that my joyful soul may bless Christ the Lord, my Righteousness. 

While the prayers of saints ascend, God of love, to mine attend. 
Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; hear, for Jesus intercedes. 

From Your house when I return, may my heart within me burn, 
   and at evening let me say, "I have walked with God today." 

 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH      

 Pastor: In the creeds of the Christian church we confess our faith in the Triune 
God – the God Who reveals Himself in the Scriptures as three persons 

  in one God.  Do you believe in God the Father? 
 All: Yes, I believe in God the Father almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth. 
 Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
 All: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
    and was buried.  He descended into hell.   
     The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
         heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.            

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 All: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen        
     (sing) 

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator. 
      In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
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  We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You. 
        We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

With voices united our praises we offer 
     and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
  With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 
      To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

LSB 785 - "We Praise You, O God" 

OUR PRAYERS OF PRAISE, THANKSGIVING, AND PETITION  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses . . . 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory . . .  
                                            forever and ever.  Amen. 
     (sing) 
  From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
   through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

LSB 677 - "For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest" 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE MESSAGE HYMN - LSB 508 - “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” - stanzas 1-2, 4-5 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

THE MESSAGE AND THE READINGS 
 

 "Set Your Hearts and Minds on Things Above" 
 

 . . . our texts and outline in the form of questions . . .   

 
Matthew 21:1-14 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: {2} "The kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. {3} He sent his servants to those 
who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 
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{4} Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited 
that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, 
and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.' {5} But they paid no 
attention and went off--one to his field, another to his business. {6} The rest seized 
his servants, mistreated them and killed them. {7} The king was enraged. He sent 
his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. {8} Then he said to 
his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 
come. {9} Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.' {10} 
So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, 
both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. {11} But when the 
king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
wedding clothes. {12} 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding 
clothes?' The man was speechless. {13} Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him 
hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.' {14} For many are invited, but few are chosen." 
 
The king prepared a wedding banquet for his son. In the spiritual meaning of the 
parable who is the King and who is His Son? 
 

 To whom is He "engaged?" 

 

 What do know about the date for the wedding for Christ and His bride? 

 

In our culture, what kinds of things do bride and groom do to get ready for a 
wedding? 
 
 

 Jesus' parable indicates that some people decide they do not want to get  
  married to Him after all.  What are some reasons? 

 
 
If we want to be married to Jesus for eternity, what are some things that will grow as 
the time gets closer? 
 
 

Jude 1-7 
Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, to those who have been 
called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ: {2} Mercy, peace 
and love be yours in abundance. {3} Dear friends, although I was very eager to write 
to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for 
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the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. {4} For certain men whose 
condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They 
are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and 
deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. {5} Though you already know all 
this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later 
destroyed those who did not believe. {6} And the angels who did not keep their 
positions of authority but abandoned their own home – these he has kept in dark-
ness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. {7} In a similar 
way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave them-selves up to 
sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer 
the punishment of eternal fire.  
 
 What is Jude's primary point in verses 1-7? 
 
 
 What do we need in order to be in heaven for the wedding? 
 

   Why the stern warning from Jude to contend for the faith?   
 
    What are the two great dangers to which "godless people" pull us? 
 
 
 Jude cites some example of people and angels who pulled away from God. 
 What happened to them? 
 
When people pull away from God, what are they saying about their engagement 
and wedding to Jesus? 
 

Jude 17-21 
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 
{18} They said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their 
own ungodly desires." {19} These are the men who divide you, who follow mere 
natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. {20} But you, dear friends, build your-
selves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. {21} Keep yourselves in 
God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal 
life. 
 
 What is Jude's primary point in verses 17-21? 
 
 What two things does Jude exhort us to do? 
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 According to Jesus, how do we keep ourselves in God's love? 
 
 

Revelation 19:1-2    
[The apostle John is experiencing the revelation of heaven. He wrote:]  After this I 
heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: 
"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, {2} for true and just 
are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth 
by her adulteries.  He [God] has avenged on her the blood of his servants."  
 
 Of whom is the prostitute symbolic? 

 

Revelation 19:3-8  
[John continued writing what the multitude shouted.] {3} Again they shouted: 
"Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." . . . {4} The twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated 
on the throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!" {5} Then a voice came from the 
throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small 
and great!" {6} Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of 
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord 
God Almighty reigns. . . . {7} Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!  For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.{8} Fine 
linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear. . . .{8} Fine linen, bright and clean, 
was given her to wear."  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)  
   
 In what way are the righteous acts of the bride given to her?  

 

 The bride is robed in Jesus' righteousness and what is she given to wear? 

 
    Do you look forward to the wedding? 

 
 

Revelation 19:9 
Then the angel said to me [John], "Write: 'Blessed are those  who are invited to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, "These are the true words of God." 
  
 According to that text, what do we have as the engaged bride of Christ? 
 
 
 



8 
 

Jude 20-23 
Dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 
{21} Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to bring you to eternal life. {22} Be merciful to those who doubt; {23} snatch 
others from the fire [of hell] and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear –  
hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.  
 
 What are some of the things we do as we keep ourselves in God's love? 
 
 
  

Jude 24-25  
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy – {25} to the only God our Savior be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 
and forevermore!  Amen. 
 
According to verses 24-25, given our tremendous blessing as the engaged bride of 
Christ, what is an appropriate daily expression? 
 
 
Thinking of our earthly weddings, what is usually going on during the months prior to 
a wedding? 
 
Thinking of our wedding to Jesus, what are some appropriate preparations as we 
build ourselves up in faith, pray in the Holy Spirit, and keep ourselves in God's love 
as we wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring us to eternal life?  
 
 
 
 

To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

 

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 
OUR HYMN OF FAITH AND PRAISE - LSB 672 - “Jerusalem the Golden” - stanzas 1-3 
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AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO CONFESS OUR SINFULNESS AND TRUST GOD’S MERCY 
Luke 18:9-14 (EHV) 

Jesus told this parable to certain people who trusted in themselves (that they were 
righteous) and looked down on others: 

 
“Two men went up to the temple courts to 

pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a tax collector. 
 
The Pharisee stood 

and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people, 
robbers, evildoers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 

 
I fast twice a week.  

I give a tenth of all my income.’ However the tax collector stood at a distance and 
would not even lift his eyes up to heaven, but was beating his chest and saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went home justified rather 
than the other, because everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 

OUR CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS AND OUR TRUST IN JESUS 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner,  
    confess to You all my sins and iniquities  
              with which I have ever offended You  
                and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. 
    But I am heartily sorry for them  . . . and sincerely repent of them,  
      and I pray You of Your boundless mercy . . .   
   and for the sake of the holy, innocent,  
    bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,  
                          to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.  
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS   
 
OUR SONG OF PRAISE - LSB 744 - “Amazing Grace” – stanzas 1, 5 

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
    I once was lost but now am found – was blind but now I see. 

 When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,  
     we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun. 
 

A PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

(We will be receiving the body and blood of our Lord in a continuous flow.) 
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OUR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COMMUNION POLICY 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at First Lutheran in the belief and glad confidence that, 
 as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

 and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union  
with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words,  

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives  
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which 

is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold any 
understanding different from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church— 

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive this sacrament, 
are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

 
Please join in singing these hymns during the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

LSB 739 - “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
LSB 733 – “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” – stanzas 1, 2, 4, 6 

 
OUR POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 
REFLECTIONS ON OUR LIVES AS GOD’S PEOPLE AND OUR OPPORTUNITIES 

What a privilege to be chosen ones of the only true God — Father, Son (Jesus),  
and Holy Spirit.  He is our creator and provider, savior, and sanctifier.   

All our needs are met through His benevolence.   
In giving our tithes and offerings, we simply return some of what He has given 

and participate in the spreading of the gospel message to the world.  
 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 770 - "There Is a Redeemer" 

 There is a Redeemer – Jesus, God's own Son –  
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, holy One. 
 Thank You, oh, my Father, for giving us Your Son . . . 
  and leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 

 Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names – 
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain.  
 Thank You, oh, my Father, for giving us Your Son . . . 
  and leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 

 When I stand in glory, I will see His face. 
  There I'll serve my King forever . . . in that holy place. 
 Thank You, oh, my Father, for giving us Your Son . . . 
  and leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 
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 THE BLESSING 
  

Silent Prayer 

Announcements 
....................................................................................... 

 

WELCOME TO ALL 

We are thankful you worshiped at First Lutheran Church today. God go with you.  
 

CREDITS 
The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version,  

copyrighted by Zondervan Publishing House.  They are used with permission.   
 

"COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME" 

You will be thankful you did . . .  because we worship an awesome God 
whose great gifts fill every aspect of our lives. 

Please join the crowd. 
 

THANKSGIVING 

Thanksgiving has become a national holiday, but for us people of God, 
 it is a great reminder to do as the psalmist says: "Praise the LORD, O my soul,  
and forget not all his benefits . . ."  (Psalms 103:2) Daily remember God's many 

 blessings to you and yours and thank God for them.   

Psalms 86:9-13 
All the nations You have made will come and worship before You, O Lord; 

they will bring glory to Your name. For You are great and do marvelous deeds; 
     You alone are God. Teach me Your way, O LORD, and I will walk in Your truth;  

give me an undivided heart, that I may fear Your name.   
I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart;  

I will glorify Your name forever.   For great is Your love toward me;  
You have delivered me from the depths of the grave.  

 
"It is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence 

of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his 
benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favors." 

George Washington, Thanksgiving Proclamation, October 3, 1789 
 

THE MISSION 

"God had an only Son, and he was a missionary and a physician."  

   David Livingstone (1813-1873)  
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GIVING 

"You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving." 

                                 Rev. Dean Wachholz 
 

OUR MINISTRY STAFF 

Jim Eggert -- Intentional Interim Pastor 
(517) 703-6529 . . pastorjimeggert@gmail.com 

Mark Gawura -- Specific Ministry Pastor for Care Ministries (517) 667-6853 
Daniel Longden -- Specific Ministry Vicar, Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

(517) 543-4360 ext. 221    daniellongden@gmail.com 
Organist -- Patty Greene 

OUR NOVEMBER MEMORY VERSE 
James 3:17 (NIV) 

The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace-loving,  
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.   

A PRAYER 

Holy, Almighty God, we thank You for Your mercy and grace . .  . .. . 
        in the lives of the saints who departed this world and are with You. 
We thank You that You drew them to Yourself  . . .  
          and establishing in them the faith to trust You.  

 What wonderful gifts – You, faith in You, and a relationship with You. 
    And through those gifts from You . .  You gave them eternal life with You –  
               a great treasure for all . .who have received Your grace through faith. 

Jesus, You are truly precious.  You are our Savior and Lord. 
  You sacrificed Yourself for us.  Enable us who are here  
         to truly trust You for forgiveness.  Enable us to fully depend on You . . . 
   for access to the heavenly home You have prepared. 

Lord Jesus, in response to Your love,  help us to follow You in faith,  
   to love You with every part of our beings. Help us to revere You, to worship You.  
  For You deserve all honor and glory. Let every mention of Your name  
      bring love to our hearts and joy to our spirits. Amen 

  
A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Jesus, You are truly precious. You are our Savior and Lord. You sacrificed Yourself for us.  
Enable me and fellow Christians everywhere to truly trust You for forgiveness.  Enable us 
to fully depend on You for access to the heavenly home You have prepared. Lord Jesus, 

in response to Your love, help us to follow You in faith, to love You with every part of 
our beings. Help us to revere You, to worship You. For You deserve all honor and glory. 

Let every mention of Your name bring love to our hearts and joy to our spirits. 
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