THE FAMILY OF GOD
ALIVE AND THRIVING
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Expanding Our Ministry

WORSHIP CELEBRATION
8:30 and 11:15 am SERVICES
November 15, 2020

WELCOME TO THE FELLOWSHIP AND WORSHIP OF GOD'S FAMILY.
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Charlotte Michigan
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WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP TODAY
We are thankful that the Holy Spirit has moved you to participate in our corporate
worship today. We know we have an awesome gift from the one true eternal God.
Jesus, our Savior, living in human flesh among us, showed the world the love and power
of God. That love took Him to the cross, where He suffered the wrath of God against our
sinfulness. God, having accepted Jesus’ sacrifice, raised Jesus to life again. We now
know with certainty that Jesus took our punishment so that we can have forgiveness for
our sins, have spiritual life, and have life forever in God’s presence. What a Savior!
May your worship be blest as you hear the Word of the sovereign God and respond.
PRE-WORSHIP PRAYER IDEAS
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God to change our hearts, minds, wills, and spirits to His likeness
faith to believe that God can do what seems impossible in the hearts of people
faithful people who pray regularly for God to work miraculously in us
zeal to pray earnestly for God's will to be done in our lives and, in fact, all lives
the moral decline in our society to be reversed
in the USA the percentage of people who are Christians will increase
some of the most outspoken critics of Christianity will become Christians

OUR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COMMUNION POLICY
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at First Lutheran in the belief and glad confidence that, as He
says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat
and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.
Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal
to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold any understanding different from that
of this congregation and The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive this
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
. . . a more traditional order of worship using portions from the Lutheran Service Book . . .

LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE IS SHINING
THE INVOCATION AND GREETING
Pastor: We have come together today as God’s people to worship Him and
reflect on His loving desire for us. May God be with you and bless you.
All:
Amen
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OUR OPENING PRAISE (adapted from Psalms 92:1-8, 12-14)
Pastor: It is good to praise Yahweh, the Lord,
and to proclaim His love in the morning and His faithfulness at night.
He makes us glad by His deeds.
People: O Lord, I sing for joy at the works of Your hands.
Pastor: How great are Your works, O LORD.
People: How profound Your thoughts!
Pastor: The senseless man does not know and fools do not understand . . .
People: that though the wicked spring up like grass and all evildoers flourish,
they will be forever destroyed.
Pastor: But You, O LORD, are exalted forever.
People: For surely Your enemies will perish, O LORD.
All evildoers will be scattered.
Pastor: The righteous will flourish like thriving trees
planted in the house of the LORD.
People: They will flourish in the courts of our God.
Pastor: They will still bear fruit in old age, staying fresh and green . . . proclaiming,
All:
"The LORD is upright; He is my Rock,
and there is no wickedness in Him.” It is good to praise You, Lord.
OUR HYMN OF PRAISE - LSB 816 - "From All That Dwell Below the Skies”
ASTOUNDING TRUTHS ABOUT OUR GOD OF JUSTICE, MERCY, AND GRACE
The Word of God through Paul – Romans 5:6-11
At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been
justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath
through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we
be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
OUR CONFESSION OF SINS
Pastor:

All:

Compelled by God's word and His Spirit in us,
let us then confess our sins to God our Father . . .
and express our trust in Jesus . . . and our desire to live in His will.
Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed –
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by what we have done . . . and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we would delight in Your will . . . and walk in Your way . . .
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOD'S GRACE AND OUR RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Pastor:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us . . .
and has given His only Son to die for us . . .
and for His sake forgives us all our sins.
To those who believe on His name He gives the power to become
and be the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit.
Go in peace and in joy. Your sins are forgiven. Amen

All: (sing) Lord, You are more precious than silver.
Lord, You are more costly than gold.
Lord, You are more beautiful than diamonds,
and nothing I desire compares with You.
BoB 16 - "More Precious than Silver"

MIRRORED HERE MAY OUR LIVES TELL YOUR STORY
OUR PRAYER TOGETHER
O Lord, God of mercy and grace, we pray for Your peace in our hearts, minds,
and lives . . . and also for our country and the world.
Yes, we pray for peace in the whole world.
We pray for the well-being of Your church . . . and for the unity of all.
We pray for this congregation and for all who come to worship here.
We pray: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen
OUR CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS
THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen
OUR SONG OF PRAISE - "Glory to God in the Highest"

LSB page 154

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.
All: (sing) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,
we worship You, we give You thanks.
We praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

JESUS, LIGHT OF THE WORLD, SHINE ON US,
SET US FREE BY THE TRUTH YOU NOW BRING US
THE GOSPEL READING – Matthew 25:14-30 NIV
[Jesus was talking about the kingdom of heaven and had just told the parable about
the ten virgins. He said:] 14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags
of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability.
Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at
once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with
two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the
master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who
had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted
me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 His master replied, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 22 The man
with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags
of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 23 His master replied, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 24 Then the man who had
received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man,
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is
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what belongs to you.’ 26 His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew
that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?
27
Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that
when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 So take the bag of gold
from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they
have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
Pastor:

All:

This is an important parable for us too. As people of God, rescued
and saved, we have the treasures of the kingdom in our keeping.
We are expected to use them and grow them.
O Lord, help us apply this lesson to our lives . . .
and use all You have given us for Your purposes. Amen

THE EPISTLE READING - 1 Corinthians 12:1-14
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were
influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one
who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say,
“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same
Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the
same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to
another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of
tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes
them to each one, just as he determines. 12 Just as a body, though one, has many
parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or
free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made
up of one part but of many.
Pastor: This is a beautiful description of God’s design for the body of Christ
and how every person in Christ has a role.
All:
Yes, a beautiful description. Lord, help us see
how we are needed in Your body in this place. Amen
THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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THE SERMON HYMN - LSB 851 - "Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” - stanzas 1-2, 4
THE MESSAGE FOR TODAY

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, OUT OF OUR RUTS,
WORKING TO RESCUE THE LOST
a series
Message 6

Expanding Our Ministry
Romans 12:1-2a (NIV)
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God –
this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

FLOW, RIVER, FLOW,
FLOOD THE NATIONS WITH GRACE AND MERCY
OUR PRAYER RESPONSE TO THE WORD
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 856 - “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” – stanzas 1-4
THE PREFACE TO THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: Everlasting Father, it is our privilege to know Your love and be rescued by
You. We praise You that You sent us Your only-begotten Son and that
You, Jesus, took on human flesh and manifested the fullness of God’s love
and glory. Furthermore, Spirit of God, You brought us into Your holy family.
Therefore, Triune God, with angels and all the company of heaven we laud
You and magnify Your glorious name, praising You and singing:
All: (sing)
LSB page 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
THE CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER
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OUR SONG OF REJICING - "Lamb of God"

LSB page 163

(sing) Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.

Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
We will be receiving the Lord's Supper in a continuous flow past the altar rail.
When you are not communing, please sing these hymns.
LSB 611 - "Chief of Sinners Though I Be"
LSB 685 - "Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
A POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

SEND FORTH YOUR WORD, LORD, AND LET THERE BE LIGHT
THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR CONNECTION TO THE TRUE GOD AND ONE ANOTHER
As we give our tithes and gifts, we pray that we would let our lights shine
so that the world would know that Christ ignited the light within us.
May His light radiating through us light the way for others as well.
Please also document your participation today on the blue “Connection Form”
and put it into the offering basket at the back of the sanctuary.
OUR PRAISE IN SONG - LSB 528 - "O for a Thousand Tongues" - stanza 1
THE BENEDICTION
Silent Prayer
Announcements

............................................................
MAY GOD MAKE YOUR UNION WITH HIM FLOURISH AND GROW!
CREDITS

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV, Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Email: flcchurchoffice@gmail.com . . . Web: www.firstlutherancharlotte.org

OUR NOVEMBER MEMORY VERSE
James 3:17 (NIV)
The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
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