DECEMBER
2020

WHOLE-HEARTEDLY SEEKING
Since we are the children of God, we live our
lives in response to His GRACE, whole-heartedly seeking the Lord and worshiping Him.
Let’s pray: “Teach me your way, O LORD,
and I will walk in your truth; give me an
undivided heart, that I may fear your name.”

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

(Psalm 86:11)

SUNDAYS

Let’s do as King Josiah did and as his people
did. “The king stood by his pillar and renewed
the covenant in the presence of the LORD -to follow the LORD and keep his commands,
regulations and decrees with all his heart
and all his soul, and to obey the words of
the covenant written in this book [the five
books of Moses]. Then he had everyone in
Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves
to it. The people of Jerusalem did this in
accordance with the covenant of God,
the God of their fathers.”

8:30 am - a more traditional form
11:15 am - alternating between a more modern
form and a traditional form
MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP
6:30 pm - Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16

CHRISTMAS EVE
Worship Celebrations at 4:00 and 7:00 pm

(2 Chronicles 34:31-32)

DECEMBER 2020

The One who is in you is greater
than the one who is in the world.

The Bible memory verse for the month
of December is a wonderful statement of
God’s intent in sending Jesus to this earth.

(1 John 4:4)

Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV)

God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under law, to redeem those under law,
that we would receive the full rights of sons.

By God’s grace, we belong to the family of
God and serve the one and only true God,
Who is the Sovereign Lord.
He is the Lord of the church.

Pastor’s December 2020 Letter

"Thy Kingdom Come"
"Thy Kingdom Come" are words we pray in the Lord's Prayer virtually every time we have a worship
service at church and no doubt many times a week in our homes. Obviously we are talking to God,
but what is the meaning of that prayer?
Martin Luther explained it briefly this way: "The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also." Yes, God works. God rules and
reigns everywhere! In that sense, we don't need to pray for Him to keep reigning and doing His
work. But how is He and His kingdom coming to us also? And why do we pray for it?
Let me use a little parable: Imagine once that a very important person that you've heard about but
never met, a former president of the USA, contacts you and says he wants to meet you and stay
with you for a few days. You agree and, of course, immediately begin preparations of all kinds.
The day comes, and sure enough the ex-president comes to your home. You welcome him and
provide companionship, conversation, food, and lodging for the days of his stay. You are delighted.
You find him to be very interesting. You enjoy getting acquainted.
He leaves, but because you've established some relationship, you write to him and he writes back.
Sometimes he even calls. You look forward to his contact. Each time you communicate, it seems
as if you get to know him better and learn to like him even more. In fact, as you talk and read his
letters, you find that he is influencing your thinking and how you live. As time goes on, you hope he
comes to visit again, and then, to your delight, he says he will come back.
Think about that scenario. This ex-president came into the world when he was born. But he first
came into your life, when he first visited your house and established a relationship. Then he came
to you in his letters and phone calls, and as he did, he influenced your thoughts and life. And he
came again when he returned to your home.
The multiple ways in which the ex-president came to you parallel the ways in which Jesus and His
kingdom come to us. We know, of course, that the Triune God has existed from eternity and has
always been in the world because God created it. The second person of the Trinity took on human
flesh and came into the world visibly when He was born. But He came into your life when He first
visited you and established a relationship. (This was probably in your baptism, but it may have
been directly through the gospel message.) Then after He had established a relationship, He came
to you in His letters and communication with you (in worship and prayer). He also came to you
through His Spirit as He influenced your thoughts and life. And at this time, He has told us He is
coming again, but He has not given us a date for His return.
You can see that there are multiple ways in which we can speak of Jesus and His kingdom coming.
One or more has already taken place. He has already been born into this world and lived here and
died here. As you know He also rose from the dead and ascended back into heaven. If you are a
Christian, then He also already came to you and established a relationship with you. (However, we
can pray "Thy kingdom come," asking that He would establish a relationship with others too.) We
can also pray that He would keep communicating with us and influencing us – that His kingdom
would grown in us. And we can pray that He will come again soon and take us to His heavenly
kingdom. Jesus promised that He would.
"Come, Lord Jesus. Thy kingdom come." Let's pray it frequently and fervently.

Pastor Eggert

weekend

weeknight
MidWeek Worship

Weekend Worship

Wednesdays 6:30 pm
December 2, 9, 16

Sundays at 8:30 and 11:15 am

Jesus said: "The time has come.
The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"
Mark 1:15 (NIV)

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
. . . Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24, 4:00 and 7:00 pm . . .
. . . candlelight worship service . . .
The wonderful gift of God will be celebrated in word and song so we experience
the awe and wonder of a gracious God and His eternal gift to mankind.
. . . Christmas Day — no worship service . . .

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS
SERVICE
Sunday, December 13,
within our 11:15 am worship

Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name;
make known among the nations what He has done.
Psalm 105:1

Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matthew 28:18-20

Let’s pray for global evangelism and share the
gospel, making known what God has done.
See the special envelopes for Mission Gifts on the credenza outside the sanctuary.

Call on the Spirit of God daily to guide and empower you.
T h e Fa m i l y o f G o d
Your “church family” connects you through Christ,
our Savior, to fellow people of faith. We are people
on a journey, joined together around a strong,
loving central figure Whom everyone trusts, loves,
and reveres . . . and around Whom family life
for multiple generations revolves. That is God.
As with our biological families,
everyone is connected and everyone
participates for the good of the "family."
At First Lutheran Church a great many people
are participating in worship of our God and
Savior and are serving God by serving others,
caring for others, and sharing the good news
of God and their faith. What an awesome,
satisfying privilege to be God’s family.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR CONGREGATION
 Pray for wisdom and insight and passion for the whole congregation as we follow our God and Savior.
 Pray for individual and collective zeal around our “Foundation Statement” and “Mission Statement”
and “Vision Statement” and “Targets for Improvement.”
 Pray that each person would see God’s purpose and plan for him or her . . . and that we would be
zealous, energized, and eager to do God’s will individually and collectively.

Please

pRAY CONTINUOUSly
“ONE NATION UNDER GOD”

