
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA    CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  
                                   8:30 and 11:15 am WORSHIP   

October 25, 2020 
  

WELCOME TO THE FELLOWSHIP AND WORSHIP OF GOD'S FAMILY. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Charlotte Michigan 
  

TTTHHHEEE   FFFAAAMMMIIILLLYYY   OOOFFF   GGGOOODDD   

AAALLLIIIVVVEEE   AAANNNDDD   TTTHHHRRRIIIVVVIIINNNGGG   

  

  FFFIIILLLLLLEEEDDD   WWWIIITTTHHH   TTTHHHEEE   SSSPPPIIIRRRIIITTT   OOOFFF   GGGOOODDD,,,      

OOOUUUTTT   OOOFFF   OOOUUURRR   RRRUUUTTTSSS,,,   

WWWOOORRRKKKIIINNNGGG   TTTOOO   RRREEESSSCCCUUUEEE   TTTHHHEEE   LLLOOOSSSTTT   

 

Message 3 

Saved By Grace, Not Works 
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WELCOME 

We are pleased you are joining in the worship of God’s people this morning.   

 

THE BIBLE AND ITS TRUTH 

We believe and teach, based on the Bible, that there is only one true God – the Triune 
God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The Father is the creator and sustainer of all that 
exists.  The Son, Jesus Christ, took on human flesh to suffer and die for the sins of all 
human beings and to rise to life again in the ultimate victory over death and Satan.  The 
Holy Spirit creates faith in us through God's Word and Sacraments and sanctifies us. 
The three persons of the Trinity are coequal and coeternal – one God.  

Being Bible-believing Christians, we accept and teach the Bible truths. The teachings of 
the Bible can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Faith alone, 
Scripture alone.  

Grace Alone  
God loves the people of the world even though we humans are all sinful, rebel against 
Him and do not deserve His love. He sent Jesus, His Son, to love the unlovable and 
save the ungodly.  

Faith Alone  
By His suffering and death as the substitute for all people of all time, Jesus purchased 
and won forgiveness and eternal life for us humans. Those who hear this Good News 
and believe it have the eternal life that it offers. God creates faith in Christ and gives 
people forgiveness through Him.  

Scripture Alone  
The Bible is God's inerrant and infallible Word, in which He reveals His Law and His 
Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. It is the sole rule and norm for Christian doctrine 
and life. 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER IDEAS 

Pray that our worship would be pleasing to God and that we would 
 be spiritual renewed as we worship.  Pray also for God’s continued  
direction, blessing, and empowerment as we celebrate God’s grace. 

 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Please help the children worship. 



3 

 

OUR GOD COMES TO US AND BRINGS US HIS LOVE 
  

THE INVOCATION 
 
OPENING PRAISE FOR GOD ON REFORMATION SUNDAY 

Psalm 18:2, 30-31, 46, 49; Psalm 46:1-2; Mathew 7:24-25 (EHV) 

 Pastor: The psalmist said . . . and we can say it with him: 
 The LORD is my rock, my stronghold, and my deliverer. 

 My God is my rock. I take refuge in him. 
He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my high fortress. (Psalm 18:2) 

        All: This God – his way is blameless. The speech of the LORD is pure. 
   He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. 
        

For who is God besides the LORD? 
And who is the Rock except our God?  (Psalm 18:30-31) 

 Pastor: The LORD lives! Blessed be my Rock! 
       May the God who saves me be exalted! (Psalm 18:46) 

 All: Therefore I will praise you among the nations, LORD. 
   To your name I will make music.  (Psalm 18:49) 

 Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 
     a helper who can always be found in times of trouble. 

 All: That is why we will not fear when the earth dissolves 
and when the mountains tumble into the heart of the sea. (Psalm 46:1-2) 

      I love you, O LORD, my strength.  (Psalm 18:1b)    
 Pastor: When Jesus was on earth,  
    He re-stated the wisdom of building on the Rock.  
 All:  

 
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them  

        will be like a wise man who built his house on bedrock.  
   

 
The rain came down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew 

          and beat against that house. But it did not fall,  
     because it was founded on bedrock.  (Mathew 7:24-25) 

 
OUR HYMN OF EXALTATION - LSB 656 - "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" 
 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH — The Apostles Creed 

 I believe in God the Father almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth.   
    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
      born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
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 The third day He rose again from the dead.   
  He ascended into heaven . . .  
   and sits on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

OUR GOD HEARS AND ANSWERS OUR PRAYER 
 
THE PRAISE, THANKSGIVING, AND PETITIONS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
THE PRAYER OUR LORD TAUGHT 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
    and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
 

  

THE LORD RENEWS AND TEACHES US THROUGH HIS WORD 
  
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING - Isaiah 29:13-14  

The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only 
of rules taught by men. {14} Therefore once more I will astound these people with 
wonder upon wonder; the wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of the 
intelligent will vanish." 

Pastor: This is God’s word of caution for us as well.  
Don’t just go through the motions of worship.    

 
THE GOSPEL READING - John 8:18-32  

[Jesus said] "I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father,  
who sent me." Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" "You do not know me 
or my Father," Jesus replied. "If you knew me, you would know my Father also." 
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{20} He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where 
the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his time had not yet come. 
{21} Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and you will look for me, 
and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come." {22} This made the 
Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 'Where I go, you cannot 
come'?" {23} But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of 
this world; I am not of this world. {24} I told you that you would die in your sins; if 
you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins." 
{25} "Who are you?" they asked. "Just what I have been claiming all along," Jesus 
replied. {26} "I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is 
reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world." {27} They did not 
understand that he was telling them about his Father. {28} So Jesus said, "When 
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to 
be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 
{29} The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do 
what pleases him." {30} Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. {31} To the 
Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really 
my disciples. {32} Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

Pastor: You have heard the words of Jesus: "If you hold to my teaching,  
    you are really my disciples.” What is your intent and desire?  

 Do you want to hold on to Jesus’ teachings and to Him? 
 All:  Yes, that is my intent and desire.  Spirit of God, help me. 
 
THE EPISTLE READING – Galatians 3:1-7 NIV)   

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus 
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. {2} I would like to learn just one thing 
from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you 
heard? {3} Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying  
to attain your goal by human effort? {4} Have you suffered so much for nothing – 
if it really was for nothing? {5} Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles 
among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? 
{6} Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteous- 
ness." {7} Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 

Pastor: These are God’s words to us through St. Paul. 
All:  Lord God, help us understand them and trust them.  Amen 

 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 560 - “Drawn to the Cross” 
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THE MESSAGE             FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, 
OUT OF OUR RUTS, 

WORKING TO RESCUE THE LOST 
a series 

Message 3 

Saved By Grace, Not Works 
 

 
THE LORD AND HIS WORD STIMULATE OUR RESPONSE 

 
A PRAYER IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your people. 
     Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect us in all temptations . . .  
        now and forever.  Amen    
 
OUR CONFESSION OF OUR SINS AND OUR FAITH (in Q and A format) 
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
 
A HYMN OF PRAISE - LSB 544 - "Oh, Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High" 

stanzas 1-2, 4-7 
 
A PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR US AND OUR CONGREGATION   

 Pastor: O Lord, our God, we come before You this morning with humble hearts . .       
                                  for You are God -- the true and only God.  You are the holy,  
       almighty God -- Father, Son, and Spirit from eternity –  
     and we are people, Your creation. 
 All:   And now we stand before You, God . . . in Your presence . . .  
     through the blood of Jesus, our Savior.  What a privilege! 
 Pastor: But will You, O God, really be here?  The heavens, even the highest 

heaven, cannot contain You.  How much less this facility.  Yet, Jesus, 
You said (Matthew 18:20): "Where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them."  You are here! 

 All:  O Lord God, we therefore re-dedicate ourselves  
                                   and this congregation to You.   

     We desire that everything we do would please You . . .  
      and give You glory. 
 Pastor: We pray, O Lord, that You will be known here . . . in each life and in our 

   fellowship.  Help us to revere You . . . and recognize Your awesome love 
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    as You work in our lives.  
 All:   May Your word be taught and learned in this place.  By Your power,  
    O Spirit, enable us . . . and every future participant . . . to walk 
       humbly with You in faith . . . and to conform every thought, word, 
     and action to Your will.  We want to be Your people forever. 
 Pastor: May Your people grow in likeness to You.  Let Your love flow through us 
     to one another. 
 All:   Make this house of worship a sanctuary --  
     a place of rest and peace for the weary. 
 Pastor:   Give attention to Your servants' prayers and our pleas for mercy,  
  O LORD our God, as You are hearing our prayers in Your presence this 

day.  You know our needs.  You know our hurts.  We trust You to do  
  what is best -- what is wise and good.   
 All:   May Your will be done here, LORD.   
        May every decision made in this place be pleasing to You . . .  
           and for the good and growth of Your kingdom. 
 Pastor:   Through Your word, Your Spirit, and Your people acting individually  
    and collectively in this place, may many others in this community and 
    throughout the world be brought into faith relationships with You,  
    for there is eternal salvation only in You. 
 All:   O God, when we stray from Your way and Your will,  
         return us again in mercy.   
     Holy Spirit, redirect us, guide us, and dwell in us. 
 Pastor:   In all we do, enable us to seek first Your kingdom and You righteousness, 

and then through Your light in us, let our lights shine into this world.  
 All:   We pray this prayer from our hearts.  Amen. 

 (sing) Holy God, we praise Your name.  Lord of All, we bow before You. 
          All on earth Your scepter claim; all in heav'n above adore You. 

Infinite Your vast domain B everlasting is Your reign. 

                 LSB 840 - “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  

 

THE SPIRIT WORKS IN US AND SENDS US OUT 
 
REMINDERS OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER IN THE FAMILY OF GOD  

It is truly an awesome blessing that God provides for us and protects us and meets 
our needs of all kinds.  He is meeting needs that we cannot even recognize. 
Just think about that. Each of us is one out of billions of people on this earth,  

and He knows us inside and out and carefully meets all our needs. Of course,  
our greatest need is for rescue from our path to eternal destruction,  

and God has wonderfully blessed us with Jesus, our Rescuer,  
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who made the impossible for us, possible.  He did it.  We just receive 
 the benefits of His love, exhibited in His mercy and grace.. 

We are further blessed by being a “family” in this place, looking after one another, 
encouraging one another, helping each other grow and follow our God. 

To express our recognition of His gifts and our thanksgiving,  
we return a portion to Him. Your financial gifts can be put into the offering plate, 

 mailed to church, or completed on-line. 
Please also complete the “Connection Form” indicating your involvement today 

 and also your prayer requests. 
 
OUR CLOSING HYMN OF PRAISE - LSB 801 - "How Great Thou Art” - stanzas 1, 3-4 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Silent Prayer 
Announcements 

 
…………………………… 

 
GO OUT WITH CHRIST 

As one of God’s chosen people, you have His love, peace, strength and joy! 
With great boldness you can share those with others! 

 
Credits 

The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version,  
copyrighted by Zondervan Publishing House.  They are used with permission.  

 

OUR MINISTRY STAFF 

Jim Eggert -- Intentional Interim Pastor  - (517) 703-6529 . . pastorjimeggert@gmail.com 

Mark Gawura -- Specific Ministry Pastor for Care Ministries (517) 667-6853 

Daniel Longden -- Specific Ministry Vicar, Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
(517) 543-4360 ext. 221    daniellongden@gmail.com 

Organist -- Patty Greene 

 

OUR DAILY PRAYER 

O Lord God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, give US undivided hearts . . . 
that are centered on You and are totally attached to You.  Help every one of us 
trust You and Your word fully. Help us love You above all people and things. 
Help us all revere You as the true God – our creator, provider, and protector, 

our savior-rescuer and model, and our sanctifier and enabler. 
Help us make You our Number 1 Priority. Protect us from evil 

and the evil one because we are Yours, O Lord.  Amen 
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