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Welcome to Our Celebration around the Living God 
We are pleased that God has moved you to worship this morning.  

May your soul be renewed through His Word and Spirit.  

Both Services 
August 2, 2020 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Charlotte, Michigan 

“Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’"  

Hebrews 12:28-29 

  

Lessons from HIS-story 
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WELCOME 

The Spirit of God has taught you to worship and has led you into this house 

of worship.  May you be blessed with the word and Spirit as we gather . . .  
and may your participation be a blessing to other worshipers.  

 
PRE-SERVICE PRAYER IDEAS  

Ask God to open your heart, mind, will, and spirit to His word. Ask God to help 
 you experience Him and our bonds of unity with Him in this time of worship.  

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

OUR GOD HAS POURED HIS SPIRIT INTO US 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace 

in which we now stand. And hope does not disappoint us, because God 
has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

Romans 5:1-2, 5 

  
THE INVOCATION AND GREETING  

 Pastor: We are gathered together for worship in the name of the Lord – 

       the Triune God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 All:  Amen 

 Pastor: Grace and peace to you from Him Who is, Who was,  
 and Who is to come, Jesus, the Alpha and Omega. 

 All:     Amen 

 
OUR HYMN OF PRAISE – LSB 506 – “Glory Be to God the Father” – stanzas 1-2 

 Glory be to God the Father; glory be to God the Son; 

      glory be to God the Spirit: awesome Sovereign – Three in One!  
   Glory, glory while eternal ages run! 

 Glory be to Him Who loved us, washed us from each spot and stain.  

    Glory be to Him Who bought us, made us kings with Him to reign! 
   Glory, glory to the Lamb that once was slain! 

 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH - The Athanasian Creed - Part 2  

  Pastor: Whoever will be saved shall, above all else, hold the catholic faith 
(i.e., general, universal, Christian faith), which faith, except everyone 

   keeps whole and undefiled, without doubt he will perish eternally.   
And the catholic faith is this: 
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  All: We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God,  
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.  

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God.  

And yet there are not three Gods but one God. 
So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord,  
             and the Holy Spirit is Lord. 

  And yet there are not three Lords but one Lord. 
  For as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge . . .  

every person by himself to be both God and Lord, 
         so we cannot by the catholic faith  

say that there are three Gods or three Lords. 
The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten.  
    The Son is of the Father alone, not made nor created but begotten.  
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son,  

neither made nor created nor begotten but proceeding.  

So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;  
one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; 
none is greater or less than another. 

But the whole three persons are coeternal together and coequal,  

    so that in all things, as is aforesaid, 
    the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped.  

This is the Christian faith . . . and this I believe.  Amen 

 (sing) 
   We praise You, God, our Lord, above,  

 for You have blessed us with Your love. 

We laud Your name.  We love You most,  

  O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

With heart-felt thanks, we sing our praise,  

 renewed in joy our voices raise. 
With all the saints in heaven above,  

  we praise You, God, for Your great love. 

        (Sing to tune LSB 805 – Old Hundredth) 

 

THE TRUE GOD TEACHES US HIS TRUTH 
 

THE EPISTLE READING - Romans 6:12-23 (NIV)   

Do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. {13} Do 
not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather 
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offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and 

offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. {14} For sin 
shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. {15} 
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! {16} Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey 
him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves 
to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? {17} 
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to s in, you wholeheartedly 
obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. {18} You have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. {19} I put this in human 

terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the 
parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now 
offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. {20} When you were 
slaves to s in, you were free from the control of righteousness. {21} What benefit 
did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things 
result in death! {22} But now that you have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is 
eternal life. {23} For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

THE GOSPEL READING - Matthew 10:21-33 (NIV)  

[Jesus, sending His 12 disciples to the cities of Israel, spoke these words.]  
"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 
against their parents and have them put to death. {22} All men will hate you 
because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. {23} When you are 
persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going 

through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. {24} A student is not 
above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. {25} It is enough for the student 
to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has 
been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household! {26} So do 
not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known. {27} What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 
daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. {28} Do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the 

One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. {29} Are not two sparrows sold for 
a penny ? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your 
Father. {30} And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. {31} So don't 
be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. {32} Whoever acknowledges 
me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. {33} But 
whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven."  
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 Pastor: These are Jesus’ words for us.  We pray . . . 
 All:   Spirit of God, enlighten us with a full understanding  
    of Jesus' words . . . and enable us to rejoice continually . . .  

    in our Lord and Savior Jesus.  Amen  

 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG – LSB 876 – “O Blessed, Holy Trinity” – stanzas 3-5 

 

THE MESSAGE "The Distress, Confidence, and Praise of God's Messengers"  

Jeremiah 20:7-13 

O LORD, you deceived me, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. 

I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. {8} Whenever  I speak, I cry out 
proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the LORD has brought me 

insult and reproach all day long. {9} But if I say, "I will not mention him or speak any 

more in his name," his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am 
weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. {10} I hear many whispering, "Terror on every 

side! Report him! Let's report him!" All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, 

"Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our revenge 
on him." {11} But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will 

stumble and not prevail. They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor  
will never be forgotten. {12} O LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous and 

probe the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you I have 

committed my cause. {13} Sing to the LORD! Give praise to the LORD! He rescues 
the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked. 

 

MESSAGE OUTLINE AND NOTE-TAKING GUIDE 

I. God's messengers often __________________ hostilities from His adversaries.  

 a Jeremiah is ticked at his treatment as God's _________________.  

 b Others, such as Paul, received similar _________________.  (Acts 16:19-24) 

 c ___________ also received very similar treatment.  (Mt. 26:47 ff, John 19:1-4) 

 d Why is Jeremiah complaining against God?  (Jeremiah 1:7-8) 

II. God has ________________ His protection and He keeps His promises.  

 a God has promised His __________________.  (Psalm 91, Mt. 6:28-33) 

 b The reality is that God ________________, but He allows persecution to 

achieve His purposes. 
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  1)  Sometimes God's spokespeople have not learned to trust Him.  

  2)  Sometimes spokespeople decide to stop speaking for God. (Jer. 20:9)  

  3)  God can overcome our resistance. 

 c The ultimate ____________ may involve the messenger's death.  
   (Many prophets were killed.) 

 d Jesus' _____________ accomplished God's purpose of saving ________ 

people from sin and from eternal death. 

III. When we remember God's ______________ and realize its fulfillment, we can 

 actually experience confidence in _________ and give Him praise as Jeremiah 

 does.  (Jer. 20:11-13) 
 

Post-Worship Discussion Questions for Families 

1 What are some of the (seemingly) bad/negative things that happen to us because 

we follow Jesus? 

2 What are some of the good/positive things that happen to us because we follow 

Jesus? 

3 What do you think?  Can we trust the promise of God to always be with us? 

 Can we think of some times when we know God or His angels were guarding us? 

4 When we think about something that seemed bad/negative in our lives, what good 

can we see that came out of it? 

 

THE WORD OF GOD STIMULATES OUR FAITH AND RESPONSE 

 

A HYMN OF FAITH – LSB 760 - "What God Ordains Is Always Good" 

(If you do not know the tune, feel free to read or follow the words as the song is sung.)  
 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH AND OF SIN AND THE ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  Jesus said to His disciples, "The Son of Man [referring to himself]  must 

suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised 

to life."  Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he 

must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For  whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 

save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose 
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  or forfeit his very self?”  (Luke 9:22-25)  In view of Christ's sacrificial death 

for us, let us confess our sins – our lack of self-sacrifice – with remorse, 

trusting in God's mercy for our sin and trusting that Jesus died to rescue 
us from our deserved punishment.  

 All:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, 

      confess to You all my sins and iniquities . . .  
    with which I have ever offended You . . .  

                            and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. 
      But I am heartily sorry for them  . . and sincerely repent of them,  

     and I pray You of Your boundless mercy . . .   

       and for the sake of the holy, innocent,  
    bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,  

                                 Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me,  

      a poor sinful being.   Amen 

 Pastor:  St.  Paul wrote through the inspiration of the Spirit: "Once you were 

alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your  

  evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body 
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free 

from accusation -- if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 
moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you 

heard."   (Colossians 1:21-23) This is truly good news. 
 All:  Amen.  This truly is good news!   

 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG – LSB 687 – “Thine Forever, God of Love” – stanzas 3, 5 

  
THE PRAISE, THANKSGIVING, AND PETITIONS OF THE CONGREGATION 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
     Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory . . .  
                                                forever and ever.  Amen 

 

AN EXPLANATION OF OUR PROCESS FOR RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER  
 

A PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER  

 
THE CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER  
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OUR HYMN DURING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

     LSB 644 – “The Church’s One Foundation Is Jesus Christ Her Lord”  

 
PARTICIPATING IN THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Our First Lutheran Church Communion Policy 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at First Lutheran in the belief and glad confidence that, as He 

says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 
eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 

any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His  
death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great  

harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold any understanding diffe rent from 
that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive 

this sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.  

 

OUR PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER  

 

A PRAYER IN SONG – LSB 700 – "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” – stanzas 3-4  

       
THE CLOSING BLESSING 
 

Silent Prayer 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERING 

Giving our tithes and offering is a wonderful expression of our desire to  

share the words of life.  Our gifts support our local ministry and mission 
as well as the mission activities of our circuit, district, and synod.  

Please also put the “Connection Form” into the offering basket in the narthex. 

GOD'S BLESSINGS TO YOU  

Go out with God – connected and firm in faith.   

In response to His great love, live for Him . . .  

and if He desires, die for Him.  
 

Credits 
The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version,  

copyrighted by Zondervan Publishing House.  They are used with permission.  

Keyboardist –Diane Johncock. . Intentional Interim Pastor – Jim Eggert  
Director of Youth and Family Ministry and Specific Ministry Vicar – Dan Longden 


