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God’s Word,  

the Pastor, and the People 

  

WORSHIP CELEBRATION 

First Lutheran Church, Charlotte, Michigan 

  
Early Worship 

July 12, 2020 

WELCOME 

We are pleased that God has moved you to worship this morning.   

May your soul be renewed through His Word and Spirit.   
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LORD, I LOVE THE HABITATION OF YOUR HOUSE  
AND THE PLACE WHERE YOUR GLORY DWELLS. 

Psalm 26:8 

The Lord is present in those who are His people by grace through faith.  
In His house, He is present when even two or three are gathered together 

 in His name.  Here in His house, He is present in His word and in the sacrament.   
He is present in the "body of Christ" – the body of believers.   

His glory is in us and among us and around us.  
"Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells."  

 

WELCOME 
The Spirit of God has taught you to worship and has led you into this house  
of worship.  May you be blessed with the word and Spirit as we gather . . .  

and may your participation be a blessing to other worshipers.  

A BLESSING 

May continuous thoughts of the true God -- the Triune God -- and His amazing grace 
swirl through your heart and mind, your conscious thought and your prayer.  

Worship and live in His strength and grace. 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Please take a moment before worship to say a prayer. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Lift up your hearts and voices to the Lord. 
 

Galatians 2:19-21 (NIV) 
St. Paul wrote:  For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God.   

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  
The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and  
gave himself for me.  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 

 could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US AND WE COMMUNE WITH HIM 

 
A PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
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OUR HYMN OF PRAISE - LSB 470 - "O Sons and Daughters of the King” – stanzas 1, 9 
 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH - the Nicene Creed in question and answer form 

 Pastor: I ask you to confess your faith publicly.  Speak it in the presence of your 

fellow worshipers and the presence of God.  Do you believe in the Triune 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

 All:     I do believe in the Triune God.  He is the only true God. 

 Pastor:  Do you believe that God is almighty? 

 All:    Yes, I believe that God the Father is the almighty maker of heaven 

and earth . . . and of all things, visible and invisible. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 All:      I believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, 

            begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,  

           Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,  

        being of one substance with the Father,  

       by Whom all things were made;  

      Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven   

      . . . and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary . . . 

     and was made man; and was crucified also for us  

        under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried;  

      and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures . . . 

     and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand  

             of the Father; and He will come again with glory to judge 

           both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe that the Spirit of God gave you faith and lives in you? 
 All:      Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of Life,  
       Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
           Who with the Father and Son together is worshiped and glorified. 
          He spoke by the prophets. 
 Pastor: What do you believe about the gifts God has given you? 
 All:    I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church. 
     I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, 
        and I look for the resurrection of the dead . . . 
     and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OUR PRAISE OF THE TRINITY - LW 171 (LSB 940) - “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”   

(stanzas 1-3, 5) 

 Holy God, we praise Your name.  Lord of All, we bow before You. 
  All on earth Your scepter claim; all in heav'n above adore You. 
   Infinite Your vast domain – everlasting is Your reign. 
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 Hark!  The glad celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising.   
  Cherubim and seraphim in unceasing chorus praising  
   fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 

 Lo, the apostolic train joins Your sacred name to hallow. 
  Prophets swell the glad refrain . . . and the white-robed martyrs follow. 
      And from morn to set of sun through the Church the song goes on. 

 Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit – three we name You. 
  Though in essence only one, undivided God we claim You, 
   and adoring, bend the knee, while we own the mystery. 

 
OUR PRAYERS AS THE FAMILY OF GOD IN THIS PLACE 

Hebrews 4:16  

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,  
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER IN SONG   (sung to "Finlandia" by Sibelius - LSB 752)           

  Father in heav'n, almighty God, our maker, 
   may all mankind revere Your holy name. 
    Your kingdom come with all its grace and pow'r. 
     In ev'ry heart may Your sweet Spirit live. 
       Your will be done on earth as done in heaven -- 
      in all we think, in all we do or say. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, our Father. 
   Forgive our sins, as we too have forgiv'n. 
    Lead us, good God, for we must face temptation. 
     Save us from evil at our work or play. 
       You are our Lord; You reign in pow'r and splendor. 
      Your reign extends for all eternity. 
 
 

WE HEAR GOD'S WORD FOR US 
 

THE FIRST EPISTLE READING – Colossians 1:3-14 ESV 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard 
before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in 

http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-6.htm
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the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since 
the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned 
it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on 
your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 9 And so, from the 
day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all 
power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy 12 
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Reader: This is God’s word for God’s people. 
All:  Thank You, Lord. 
 

THE SECOND EPISTLE READING – 2 Corinthians 4:1, 4-9 NIV 

Since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. … 4 The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not 
preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light 
shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this 
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every 
side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

Reader: This is also God’s word for God’s people. 
All:  Thank You, Lord. 
 

The GOSPEL READING – Luke 6:39-46 

(Jesus) spoke a parable to them. “Can the blind guide the blind? Won’t they both 
fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully 
trained will be like his teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck of chaff that is in your 
brother’s eye, but don’t consider the beam that is in your own eye? 42 Or how can 
you tell your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck of chaff that is in your eye,’ 
when you yourself don’t see the beam that is in your own eye? You hypocrite! First 
remove the beam from your own eye, and then you can see clearly to remove the 
speck of chaff that is in your brother’s eye. 43 For there is no good tree that produces 

http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-14.htm
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rotten fruit; nor again a rotten tree that produces good fruit. 44 For each tree is known 
by its own fruit. For people don’t gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes 
from a bramble bush. 45 The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings 
out that which is good, and the evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings 
out that which is evil, for out of the abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks. 
46 Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do the things which I say?” 

 
 Pastor: These are Jesus’ words of instruction  for us.  Let’s pray in response. 
 All:  O Lord, enable us all to live with You in faith -- 
          the faith into which we have been called through the gospel. 
          Enable us to live with You faithfully . . .  
    using all that we are and have . . . as You desire. 
        Enable us to boldly confess You, Jesus, with our lives . . .  
          through the zeal and power of the Holy Spirit . . . 
             to the glory of Your holy name – the Triune God.  Amen 
 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG - LSB 912 - "Christ Is Our Cornerstone”  
   
THE MESSAGE         “God’s Word, the Pastor, and the People” 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 
A SONG OF PETITION - LSB 584 - “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”  
 
AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO CONFESS OUR SINS AND EXPRESS OUR TRUST  
 
OUR CONFESSION OF SINS AND OF FAITH   

    O Lord God, I believe I have a sinful nature which opposes Your will. 
 I sin against You and Your will in my thoughts, words, and deeds . . . 
          in what I do  . . . and in what I do not do . . . that I should do. 
I believe that because of my sin . . . I deserve Your just punishment. 
      However, Jesus died to take the punishment for my sin . . .  
           and I believe that because of Jesus’ sacrifice . . .   
           You have graciously forgiven me. 
          I am saved by Your grace . . . and only by Your grace. 

   God, by the power of the Holy Spirit in me, 
         enable me to live my life according to Your will . . . 
                           and for Your glory. Amen 
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   (sing) 

Jesus, Your blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress! 
    Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed with joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, and none condemn me, try who may. 
Through Jesus Christ I am redeemed from sin and fear and guilt and shame. 

 When from the dust of death I rise to claim my home beyond the skies, 
    then this shall be my only plea that Jesus died and lives for me! 

(adapted from and sung to the tune of LSB 563)  

 
THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
 

WE GO OUT WITH THANKSGIVING AND PEACE 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR MINISTRY AND GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

We are blessed to be chosen by God to receive His blessings,  
which includes serving Him and serving others in His name.  

Giving of our tithes or offerings is an opportunity for us to express  
our love for our God, our trust in Him, and our desire to honor Him – 

 the One who gives us all we are and have.  
. 
 

A BLESSING TO ONE ANOTHER - “May the Lord . . Bless and Keep You” 
(sung to the tune of “Edelweiss”) 

 

May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever, 
grant you peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see His face and His grace forever. 
   May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 

 
THE BENEDICTION 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,  
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:17 

Silent Prayer 

Announcements 

................................................................................ 
 

CREDITS 
The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from a variety of sources as identified: NIV, ESV, WEB.  

 They are used with permission.   
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A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL REVIVAL 

O Lord, because of Your mercy and grace we are called by Your name. Thus we are Your 
people -- people of God; we are Christians. You have – in tremendous love – reached out 
to us people, who by our sinful natures are so alienated from You and so rebellious. Even 
now as Your people, called by Your name, we continue in our sin against You.  

Break down our pride. In pride we see ourselves as deserving – worthy of honor. We serve 
ourselves . . . and our “self.” Break down our pride. Humble us. Help us see and confess 
our sinfulness and sin. Help us realize the multitude of ways in which we sin against You – 
the Holy God. And our sin IS against YOU. 

Awesome God, we are praying now, but give us the earnest desire to come before Your 
throne with praise and thanks many times each day. Let such praise and thanks flow from 
our hearts and minds because You are worthy of all praise and thanksgiving. 

Hear us, O merciful and gracious God, for Your name’s sake. Move us to peace and joy in 
our salvation. Renew our spirits day after day through Your word and Spirit. Give us desire 
for Your will and zeal to pursue it.  We want to be restored in Your image. 

You alone are God, and we are Your people. Make our lives bear visible and verbal 
evidence of Your work in us. Turn us, change us, renew us, revive us. Lead us to holiness 
unknown to us . . . so that our lives express our praise and thanksgiving to You.  

We come before You humbly . . . and yet boldly . . . because we are Your people. Amen 

 

A PRAYER FOR A LEAD PASTOR FOR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

O Lord, all-wise and holy God, this congregation of Your people lives by Your grace 
 and under Your wise control. We are calling a new lead pastor.  You already have him 

chosen for ministry in this place.  As we meet today, enlighten us and guide us.  
And then when our called lead pastor receives our call, guide his thinking and his actions 

 to do exactly as you desire.  When our new lead pastor comes here to Charlotte,  
help us receive him as Your spokesperson.  Help us honor him and learn from Him. 

To You be all the glory now and forever.  

First Lutheran Church 
550 E. Shepherd St., Charlotte, MI 48813 . . Phone: (517) 543-4360 

Email: flcchurchoffice@gmail.com. . Web: www.firstlutherancharlotte.org 

OUR MINISTRY STAFF 
Jim Eggert -- Intentional Interim Pastor 

(517) 703-6529 . . pastorjimeggert@gmail.com 
Mark Gawura -- Specific Ministry Pastor for Care Ministries (517) 667-6853 
Daniel Longden -- Specific Ministry Vicar, Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

(517) 543-4360 ext. 221    daniellongden@gmail.com 
Keyboardist – Diane Johncock 

mailto:flcchurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.firstlutherancharlotte.org/
mailto:pastorjimeggert@gmail.com
mailto:daniellongden@gmail.com

