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" Lies versus Truth" 
. . . a message series . . . 

 

 

Message 6 
 

"It's All Lies" 
versus 

"God's Word Is Truth and Life" 
 
 

 
 

 

THE CELEBRATION AROUND THE LOVING LORD 
 

1The Sixth Sunday of Lent 

8:30 and 11:15 am Worship 

April 5, 2020 

 

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP TODAY 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Charlotte Michigan 
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WELCOME TO THE FELLOWSHIP AND WORSHIP OF GOD'S PEOPLE. 

May the Lord God stir your heart and mind and renew you in every way desirable. 
Please pray for stirring and renewal as you enter for worship.  Pray for yourself  

and the other worshipers. Pray that God’s word and blessings would be clear to all. 

   

THE FOUNDATION STATEMENT FOR FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

This is a statement of who we are  
and how we function together as God’s people in this congregation. 

We are people of God, graciously saved by God through the 

sacrificial death of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

In relationship with God as His family,  
recognizing His love for us, 

         in faith we seek Him whole-heartedly,  
    worship and commune faithfully, 

       absorb God's word, pray to Him, and obey Him. 

In relationship to others both inside and outside our family of God, 
  as people enlightened by the Holy Spirit to the atoning work of God’s Son,  

Jesus Christ, we encourage, serve, and care for others. 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we evangelize, witness, and share  

with a desire to make all people disciples of Jesus. 
 

A WORD FROM THE LORD FOR OUR REFLECTION 

The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. ...  
Our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, . . . gave himself for us  

to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself  
a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good . . . 

(Titus 2:11, 13-14 NIV) 

 
Psalm 95:1-3  

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; 
 let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

 Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  
For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE LORD MEETS US AS WE WORSHIP 

AN OPENING PRAYER 
 
OUR OPENING HYMN OF FAITH – LSB 816 – "From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  
 
OUR PROCLAMATION OF WHO WE ARE AND HOW WE RELATE TO GOD 

The Foundation Statement for First Lutheran Church 

 Pastor: As we come before God in worship,  
    what can we claim because God has worked in us? 
 All: We are the people of God, graciously saved by God  
        through the sacrificial death of Jesus  
    and the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 Pastor: Yes, we are Christians – God’s chosen people.   
    How do we relate to Him? 
 All:  In relationship with God as His family,  
      recognizing His love for us, 
                        in faith we seek Him whole-heartedly,  
                                 worship and commune faithfully, 

           absorb God's word, pray to Him, and obey Him. 
 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles Creed 

1I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
       Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.   

    He ascended into heaven . . .  
   and sits on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
        From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
OUR PRAISE IN SONG – LSB 811 – "Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” 

stanzas 4, 5 
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THE LORD FEEDS OUR SOULS WITH HIS WORD 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING FROM THE PSALMS – PRAYERS 

Psalm 119:33-34, 36-37, 40-43, 154, 156, 159b-160, 165-166  (ESV) 

O Lord, teach me the way of your statutes; and I will keep it to the end. 
34 

Give me 
understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. ... 

36 

Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 
37 

Turn my eyes from 
looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways.

 
... 

40 
Behold, I long for 

your precepts; in your righteousness give me life! 
41

 Let your steadfast love come 
to me, O LORD, your salvation according to your promise; 

42 
then shall I have an 

answer for him who taunts me, for I trust in your word. 
43 

And take not the word of 
truth utterly out of my mouth, for my hope is in your rules. ... 

154 
Plead my cause 

and redeem me; give me life according to your promise! ... 
156 

Great is your mercy, 
O LORD; give me life according to your rules. ... 

159b
 Give me life according to your 

steadfast love. 
160 

The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous 
rules endures forever. ... 

165 
Great peace have those who love your law; nothing 

can make them stumble. 
166 

I hope for your salvation, O LORD, and I do your 
commandments. 

Reader: And to those prayers we all add . . .  
All:  Amen 

 
THE EPISTLE READINGS – 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 (NIV)  

As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 
2 
For he 

says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." 
I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 

3 
We put no 

stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 
4 
Rather, 

as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in 
troubles, hardships and distresses; 

5 
in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard 

work, sleepless nights and hunger; 
6 
in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; 

in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 
7 
in truthful speech and in the power of God; 

with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 
8 
through glory and 

dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 
9 
known, 

yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 
10 

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and 
yet possessing everything. 

 Reader: The grace of God is revealed in His word, by which the Spirit works in us. 
 All:  O Lord, help us read, study, and absorb Your word . . . 
                          so that it works in us in every way that You desire . . .  
    through the work of Your Spirit.  Amen 
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THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
THE GOSPEL READING - John 17:13-24 (NIV)  

[Jesus said in prayer to His father:] "I am coming to you now, but I say these things 
while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within 
them. 

14 
I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 

not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
15 

My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 

16 
They are not  

of the world, even as I am not of it. 
17 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 
18 

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 
19 

For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

20 
My prayer is not for them 

alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 
21 

that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 
I have given them 

the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 
23 

I in them and 
you in me. May they be brought to complete unity  to let the world know that you 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

24 
Father, I want those 

you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 
have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.”  

 Pastor: In Jesus' prayer we hear His high regard for the word of God. 
 All:  Help us, O Lord, to regard Your word as truth. 

 
OUR PRAYER FOR GOD'S WORD IN US – LSB 578 – "Thy Strong Word" 

stanzas 3, 5, 6 
 

THE MESSAGE                         “Lies versus Truth" 
. . .  a series . . . 

 
MESSAGE 6 

              "It's All Lies" versus "God's Word Is Truth and Life" 
 

 

 

THE SPIRIT OF GOD GUIDES AND EMPOWERS OUR RESPONSE 

OUR PRAYER OF RESPONSE TO THE WORD  
 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG – LSB 577 – “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast Like Seed” 
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OUR WORDS OF PRAISE - Psalm 33:4-5, 18-23; Psalm 107:43; Psalm 32:10-11 

Pastor: The word of the LORD is right and true;  
    He is faithful in all He does.  
     The LORD loves righteousness and justice;  
       the earth is full of His unfailing love.                     (Psalm 33:4-5) 
People: We wait in hope for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. 
   In Him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in His holy name.  
                     (Psalm 33:20-21) 
Pastor: The eyes of the LORD are on those who fear Him,  
   on those whose hope is in His unfailing love, 
    to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. 
                                  (Psalm 33:18-19) 
People: May Your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD,  
      even as we put our hope in You.                   (Psalm 33:22) 
Pastor: Many are the woes of the wicked,  
         but the Lord's unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in Him. 
   Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;  
     sing, all you who are upright in heart!                 (Psalm 32:10-11) 
   Whoever is wise, let him heed these things . . .  
    and consider the great love of the LORD.  (Psalm 107:43) 
All:  May Your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD,  
   even as we put our hope in You.   Amen                      (Psalm 33:22) 
 

OUR CONFESSION OF SINS AND FAITH AND OUR PRAISE TO JESUS   

 Pastor: God’s word in Romans 3:20-25 makes clear to us that “no one will be 
declared righteous in God’s sight by observing the law; rather, through 
the law we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, 
apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ 
to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God . . . and are justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” We are included. 

 All:  Yes, we all fall short of the glory of God.  We are sinners  
                            who need the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
   God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement,  
                              through faith in His blood. 
     It is by God’s grace that we are saved.   
        We are justified and declared to be fit to come into His presence. 
         I trust in Jesus!  Jesus is the one and only Savior for all humanity. 
   Jesus, You are worthy of all honor, glory, and praise. Amen 
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THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
OUR PRAYER IN SONG – LSB 971 – "There Is a Redeemer" 

There is a Redeemer B Jesus, God's own Son B  
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, holy One. 
    Thank You, oh, my Father, for giving us Your Son . . . 

and leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names B 
        precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain.    

   Thank You, oh, my Father, for giving us Your Son . . . 
    and leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 

 When I stand in glory, I will see His face. 
There I'll serve my King forever . . . in that holy place. 

      Thank You, oh, my Father, for giving us Your Son . . . 
       and leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 
 

A TIME OF PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread,  
   and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
       and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
     and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A SONG OF FAITH AND PRAISE – LSB 576 – “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less" 
stanzas 1, 2, 4 

THE BLESSING 
 

Silent Prayer  
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THANKS FOR WORSHIPING! 

 
May God use His Word and Spirit to renew and strengthen your faith in Him,  

your love and reverence for Him, and your zeal for serving Him.   
We pray that you will use all the years of your life for continued worship,  

spiritual renewal, and growth. 
 

 
Thoughts for Today 

 If I am a Christian, I am not set on saving my own skin,  
but on seeing that the salvation of God comes through me to others,  

and the great way is by intercession.                 
                                            -- Oswald Chambers, Leadership, Vol. 2, no. 1. 

"A Bible that's falling apart probably belongs to someone who isn't."  
   Christian Johnson 

 
CREDITS 

The portions of the Bible printed in the service folder are from the New International Version, copyrighted by Zondervan 
Publishing House.  They are used with permission. The copyrighted songs printed in the service folder are used through 

Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. under license number 11288614 
 

PRAYING TO OUR LORD AND SAVIOR 
 
Through the Scriptures, we learn that it is very important for us to speak to our God in 
prayer.  In fact, daily communion with God helps us maintain our focus on Him and 
certainly helps us become aligned with His will.  Many people have found that prayers 
of several types are beneficial: prayers of praise, thanksgiving, confession, and asking 
(petition).  Our covenant with God – our PACT with God – is enhanced and 
strengthened as we in faith pray diligently, faithfully, and unceasingly. 
 
Praise - Adoration expressed to God for who He is and for His attributes. 

Asking - Specific requests of God for others, oneself, the church, the world, etc., 
     including spiritual,  emotional, relational, and physical needs. 

Confession - Confession of one's sinfulness by nature and one's actual sins of 
     commission and omission. 

Thanks - Thanks expressed to God for what He has done or said and is doing and 
     will do. 
1 


