
March 2020  

NEWSLETTER 

Celebrating Our Unity 

THE FOUNDATION STATEMENT FOR FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
This is a statement of who we are  

and how we function together as God’s people in this congregation. 

We are people of God, graciously saved by God through 

 the sacrificial death of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

In relationship with God as His family,  
recognizing His love for us, 

         in faith we seek Him whole-heartedly,  
    worship and commune faithfully, 

       absorb God's word, pray to Him, and obey Him. 

In relationship to others both inside and outside our family of God, 
  as people enlightened by the Holy Spirit to the atoning work of God’s Son,  

Jesus Christ, we encourage, serve, and care for others. 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we evangelize, witness, and share  

with a desire to make all people disciples of Jesus. 

for inviting others to  

worship with you. 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAYS 

8:30 am —  a more traditional form 
11:15 am — alternating between a more  

modern form and traditional 

WEDNESDAYS 

 6:30 pm — Weeknight Lenten Worship 

5:45 pm pre-worship supper 

The Bible memory verse for the month of  March 
reminds us of God’s great gift to us. 

Work to have everyone in your household 
 memorize this verse and those for following months. 

Cut it out, post it, memorize it,  

BEAUTIFUL ENCOURAGEMENT 

1 Timothy 6:12 (NIV)  

Fight the good fight of the faith.  

Take hold of the eternal life  

to which you were  called when  

you made your good confession 

 in the presence of many witnesses.  



Pastor’s March 2020 Letter  

BE AN ENCOURAGER! 
 (Read This . . . for Starters) 

 
“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holi-
ness.”  (Psalms 29:2 NIV)  There are certainly lots of reasons to worship.  Take for starters that 
the God we worship is the one and only true God – the God who created everything, including 
us.  Furthermore, while we were headed toward separation from Him forever, in His love He 
reached out and grabbed hold of us to make us His forever. 
 
The one true God grabbed hold of you and made you His.  You are that person – created and 
saved.  You are a saved sinner.  You have been rescued from eternal death . . and given eternal 
life.  We encouragers recognize what an awesome gift God has given us.  As a worshiper, you 
are one of the encouragers.  As encouragers, worship is where we need to start. 
 
Receiving and recognizing God’s awesome gifts is our primary reason for worshiping.  Worship 
is the primary response of people struck by God’s power and grace. 
 
For you, the encourager, worshiping is your number 1 way of encouraging others to worship.  
You encourage others by walking out of your house or driving out of your driveway – obviously 
going to worship.  In worship, your life is touched – your faith is strengthened, your love for the 
Lord grows, and your adoration for God grows.  All of those ways in which you are touched in 
worship enable you to be an encourager in other ways. 
 
Being a worshiper gives you the opportunity to share with others the “value” of being touched by 
God, strengthened in faith, and growing in love and adoration.  You can share the “value” of 
hearing the word of God, growing in understanding, praying and singing together, receiving the 
assurance of God’s grace, and being encouraged by other worshipers.  Yes, you can share that.  
Think about the blessings you are receiving . . . and tell others. 
 
Our primary motive for worshiping the God revealed in the Bible is His love for us – love that 
saved us.  God saved us because we are sinners and cannot save ourselves. Remember that  
as you encourage other sinners who need God’s love desperately.  Some of the people around 
us were once in God’s kingdom but have now pulled away . . . and no longer grab onto God’s 
grace with faith.  Many of those people do not realize what has happened.  Some others have 
consciously rejected God’s grace and chosen other gods.  All people need to know their sinful-
ness, the consequences of sinfulness without God, and the wonderful good news of God’s grace 
– grace that saves sinners.  Every sinner needs the true God and His salvation.  Every person 
needs to trust God and His gospel message.  We all need to trust Jesus as our Savior from sin  
in order to have His salvation.   
 
For those who have not been trusting Jesus and God’s gospel message, when they do trust, 
they will (with you) have lots of reasons to worship.  Let’s speak up in faith, trusting that God will 
give You the words and will work through you.  May God bless your encouraging.  
 

         Pastor Eggert 

GRATEFUL INDEED! 
God has wonderfully moved the hearts of many First Lutheran Church members so that they 
gave generously of time, energy, effort, materials, and money in response to His love for us. 

We are grateful to God for His love and for His work in us — making us givers, just as He is.  
Love for our Lord is definitely showing among us. 



Come and ponder Jesus' words and actions compared to people like this: 
— Caiaphas the Jewish high priest who doesn’t act like a servant of God 

— Peter, a bold, outspoken disciples of Jesus who denies that he knows Jesus 

 
A supper is served every Wednesday at 5:45 pm before worship. 

Check the Sunday announcements for the menu each week. 

Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 6:30 pm 

"THE PASSION AND PRIORITIES OF JESUS" 

Lent is a special time of the year for us Christians.  Amid the hectic pace of life,  
the 40 days of Lent give us the opportunity to ponder our Lord’s love for us sinners.  

If you have seen the movie, “The Passion of the Christ”, you have witnessed a 
depiction of the physical side of what Jesus suffered. But a movie is just a movie.  

Jesus’ physical suffering was far worse than can be portrayed on screen.   
Far worse than the physical suffering is the abandonment of God.   

No film can depict . . .  and no words can accurately describe . . . what Jesus  
was experiencing when He cries out from the darkness of Good Friday 
as He endures the punishment and abandonment of God for our sins.  
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HOLY WEEK  
                    AND EASTER 
Palm Sunday, April 5 — Celebrating Jesus’ trimphful entry into Jerusalem 

                               with the Lord’s Supper at both services — 8:30 and 11:15 am 

    Maundy Thursday — With great humility and reverence communing  

          as Jesus did with His disciples on the night He was betrayed — 

            the night before His death.  Worship at 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday — Remembering Jesus’ great sacrifice for our   

      salvation with two different  services — 1:00 and 6:30 pm.  

  The afternoon service will be a more traditional observance.   

   The evening worship will include a beautiful cantata by the choir.           

Easter Sunday, April 12 — Celebrating the resurrection  

of Jesus and anticipating our own resurrections at Jesus’ second 

coming.  What hope and  expectation Easter brings!    

Worship Celebrations at 7:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
                (A breakfast is being served between services.) 



SUNDAY, APRIL 12 
                      WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS AT 7:00 AND 10:00 A.M. 

                   A breakfast will be served between the services. 
 

Easter is one of those times when people who are not regular church attenders go to church.  

Please pray about people you could invite.  Pray for them. 

Invite and bring those whose names the Lord puts into your mind and heart.   

The Lenten season concludes in Holy Week with  

Maundy Thursday services and Good Friday services on April 9-10. 
Maundy Thursday worship — 6:30 pm 

Good Friday worship  — 1:00 and 6:30 pm 
 

“In the Lord’s Supper we experience Christ Himself —  

eating His body given on the cross and drinking His blood 

shed for us for the forgiveness of our sins.  

This is our Lord’s Eternal Grace for us!” 
 

The Holy Scriptures encourage us as God reaches out to us with His grace:  
“Come near to God and He will come near to you.” (James 4:8 NIV) “Let us draw near  

to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” (Hebrews 10:22 NIV)   
 

We are children of our heavenly Father through Jesus — our Savior. 

Let’s participate as a family in this sacred meal. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY EVERY MEMBER COMMUNIONMAUNDY THURSDAY EVERY MEMBER COMMUNION  
 

 

A LESSON TO BE LEARNED 
As Jesus and His disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha 
opened her home to him.  She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he 
said.  But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.  She came to him and 
asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself?  Tell her to help me!"  
"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, but only one 
thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."   

(Luke 10:38-42 NIV)   

EASTER INVITATION 

The most effective way to get people  
who are not regular worshipers  

to worship is by personal invitation. 
Please share the gospel freely  

and invite some people  
to worship with you.  


