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 The Bible memory verse for January is a  
wonderful encouragement to live for our Savior 
and God because we are His rescued people.  

 
 

 
2 Corinthians 7:1 (NIV)   

Since we have these promises, dear friends,  

let us purify ourselves from everything  

that contaminates body and spirit,  

perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

 

 
 

 WHOLE-HEARTEDLY SEEKING  

Since we are the children of God, we live our 

lives in response to His GRACE, whole-heart-

edly seeking the Lord and worshiping Him.  

Let’s pray: “Teach me your way, O LORD,  

and I will walk in your truth; give me an  

undivided heart, that I may fear your name.”     

(Psalm 86:11)    

Let’s do as the Wise Men did, seeking and 

worshiping Jesus.  Then they gave Him gifts. 

The most obvious are the gold, incense, and 

myrrh.  But didn’t they give Him honor and 

worship, their time waiting and traveling, their 

obedience, and themselves.  We too can give 

Him similar things: our worship, our service, 

our gratitude, our obedience, our lives.  

 

  In this season of Epiphany we are going to 

be looking at God’s amazing love and all the 

ways it shows up in our lives and is lived out in 

our lives.  Join us in our Sunday worship and 

grow your response to the unfathomable love 

that God has for you. 

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAYS 
8:30 am - a more traditional form 

11:15 am - alternating between a more modern 
form and a traditional form 

 

By God’s grace, we belong to the family of 

God and serve the one and only true God, 

Who is the Sovereign Lord.   

He is the Lord of the church.   

 



Pastor's Letter  — January 2020 

"NO,  THEY  WON'T  STEAL  JESUS" 

Stealing Jesus!  Yes, thieves are stealing Jesus from Christmas nativity scenes at Christian schools and 
churches, at private homes, and at public displays.  Why Jesus?  Why not Mary?  Why not Joseph?  
Why not the donkey?  It is a sign of the darkness, isn't it?  And darkness is the realm of evil – the realm 
of the devil.  Such crimes may seem negligible, but they are a sign of our culture's darkness. 

 The physical thefts also help us understand the spiritual.  Many have taken Jesus out of the public 
scene spiritually.  Think about that: Physical thefts help us understand what is really happening inside 
people spiritually.  Many people do not want Jesus – period.   

We Christians believe in Jesus.  Fortunately, we who have been brought into Christ not only believe in 
His real existence but believe that Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the world.  We believe that His 
birth changed history.  We believe the words of the angel speaking to the shepherds: "I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; He is Christ the Lord."  (Luke 2:10‑11 NIV)  Jesus is good news of great joy for everyone.  Jesus is 
the savior -- the rescuer.  He is the Messiah – the Christ.  He is God – the Lord – as the angel testified.  
We believe those truths. 

But even we Christians are pulled by the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature to doubt God's truth.  
All of us are sinful in our nature (the way we were conceived and born), and by our sinful nature we want 
nothing to do with God.  We do not want to trust those words of Scripture.  Because of our sinful nature, 
we do not want to trust Jesus to save us.  We want to do it ourselves.  But we cannot do it ourselves.  
We cannot save ourselves.  Jesus came to this world to save us from ourselves and to rescue us from 
our spiritual darkness.  As we recognize our darkness, recognize our sinfulness and all its effect in us, 
and recognize how we fall short of being what God desires for us, the message of a Savior for us 
touches our hearts. 

The Christmas story makes God's love and His plan in Jesus real.  It makes His love, mercy, and grace 
manifest.  Unfortunately, in the Christmas season we can get lost in the pageantry, the traditions, the 
decorating and shopping.  But we must not let that happen in our personal lives or in the church.  We 
must focus on Jesus and the real meaning of Christmas all year long – a Savior to give us spiritual life 
now and forever. 

What do we do to "save" Jesus in the hearts and minds of people?  Here is the answer: We keep the 
word of God front and center.  We use the word of God – reading, listening, meditating, absorbing.  We 
teach the word of God, preach it, and share it.  The word of God is the truth – the truth that saves US.  
The word of God is the truth that ignites faith and grows faith.  The word brings light to our lives; it brings 
life. 

Christ's sacrifice changed our destiny.  He sacrificed His eternal heavenly glory to come here and live 
among us.  But His greatest sacrifice was giving Himself on the cross some 33 years later to take upon 
Himself the punishment for all the sins of humanity – for you and for me and for our relatives and 
neighbors and friends, etc. 

We live in a country on this earth where the darkness of evil is growing.  Darkness exists in our discour-
agement, our disappointment, our guilt, our anxiety, our conflict, our sinfulness, and our crime. 

Jesus came to save us from all those forms of darkness.  He is light for our darkness.  Let's live in the 
light with this firm resolve: "No, they won't steal Jesus.  The devil and the world will not steal Jesus from 
me, my family, and my church."  May God keep us firm in that resolve.  May God's words of Good News 
always grab your heart and give you joy so that you never let anyone steal Jesus from you. 

Pastor Jim Eggert 

 


