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 I will extol the LORD at all times;  
His praise will always be on my lips.  

My soul will boast in the LORD;  
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.  

Glorify the LORD with me;  
let us exalt His name together. 

Psalm 34:1-3 (NIV)  

The Bible memory verse for November  

is a great reminder of the astounding love of God. 

God has such amazing love that  

He sacrificed Himself to save us. 

As His people we are called to live lives of love. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 (NIV)   

Be imitators of God, as dearly loved children,  

and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us  

and gave himself up for us as a fragrant  

offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

Work to have everyone in your household 
 memorize this verse and those for following 

months. Cut it out, post it, memorize it,  
speak it, listen to it, absorb it.  

NOVEMBER  

TO LIVE IS TO DIE 

Jesus said — John 12:24-25: “I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies,  
it produces many seeds. The man who loves his  
life will lose it, while the man who hates his life  

in this world will keep it for eternal life.” 

With God in me, I must die to self  
in order to produce abundant fruit. 

A month in which  

to give thanks 

by finding ways to 

GIVE  

 

Wake up every morning and say: 

“God, I am so thankful You love me.” 

You will be off to a great start. 



Call on the Spirit of God daily to guide and empower you. 

 The Family  of  God  
Your “church family” connects you through Christ,  

our Savior, to fellow people of faith.  We are people 

 on a journey, joined together around a strong,  

loving central figure Whom everyone trusts, loves,  

and reveres . . . and around Whom family life  

for multiple generations revolves. That is God.   

As with our biological families,  

everyone is connected and everyone  

participates for the good of the "family."  

At First Lutheran Church a great many people  

are participating in worship of our God and  

Savior and are serving God by serving others,  

caring for others, and sharing the good news  

of God and their faith. What an awesome,  

satisfying privilege to be God’s family. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR CONGREGATION 

 Pray for wisdom and insight and passion for the whole congregation as we follow our God and Savior. 

 Pray for individual and collective  zeal around our “Foundation Statement” and “Mission Statement”  

  and “Vision Statement” and “Targets for Improvement.” 

 Pray that each person would see God’s  purpose and plan for him or her . . . and that we would be 

  zealous, energized, and eager to do God’s will individually and collectively.  

Please 
pRAY CONTINUOUSly  

“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” 



Our OCTOBER NEWSLETTER contained a 3-page summary of our Interim Preparation Process. 

If you have not read that summary, please do.  It will help you understand our 7 TARGETS FOR  

IMPROVEMENT. After the 7 TARGETS FOR IMPROVEMENT were adopted by the congregation, 
the Interim Task Force developed recommendations for the Church Council regarding to whom each 

Target should be assigned.  Those recommendations are shown below.  These recommendations 
were ADOPTED BY THE CHURCH COUNCIL at its October 2019 meeting.   

TARGETS  FOR IMPROVEMENT 
over the next few years 

Adopted by the congregation September 15, 2019 

First Lutheran Church 
Charlotte, Michigan 

 

The following was adopted by the CHURCH COUNCIL on October 10, 2019. 

1  We believe that it is imperative for the Church Council to oversee the efforts to improve in the 
Targets for Improvement.   

2 With that in mind, we believe the Church Council should expect reports from the individuals, 
teams, or Boards to which the Targets for Improvement are assigned.  We believe expecting 

 a report every two months on a schedule is appropriate. 

3 We believe that quarterly reports from individuals, teams, or Boards to which the Targets for  
 Improvement are assigned should be made at Voters meetings and through other means. 

4 We believe individuals, teams, or Boards to which the Targets for Improvement are assigned 
should determine how the present status and the improvements will be measured and share  

 that with the Church Council.  Additional means may be identified as work on the Targets for  
 Improvement continue. 

5 The Interim Task Force recommends that the Targets for Improvement should be assigned as 
identified below.   

 
Target 1 – In partnership with parents, greatly increase the number of children and teens involved in  
 effective spiritual growth activities, which includes all aspects of the Christian life as identified in our 

Foundation Statement. 

 Assigned to the Board of Education and Dan Longden, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
and SM Vicar 

 
Target 2 – Engage a much greater percentage of our teens and adults in on-going ministry, utilizing  
 their spiritual gifts and capabilities inside and outside the congregation. Working together, as God  
 designed, has the added benefit of building connections. 

  Assigned to the Board of Stewardship 
 
Target 3 -- To equip ourselves, engage all members in on-going training and experiences in 
  witnessing and sharing the gospel. 

  Assigned to the Board of Outreach 
 

  These TARGETS for IMPROVEMENT with assignments are continued on the next page. 



        Why Excellence? 
Yes, why do we strive for excellence  

and beauty around the house of the Lord?   

Because the Lord is the one and only  

eternal God.  He deserves all honor  

and glory, worship and praise.   

He deserves better than our best.   

 
Target 4 – Grow our engagement with non-Christians in order to be agents of the Holy Spirit in  
 evangelizing them and bringing them into the family of God.  Increase our efforts to draw friends,  
 neighbors, co-workers, and community into the fellowship of believers.  

  Assigned to the Board of Outreach 
 

Target 5 – Improve our in-church welcome and interaction with guests. 

  Assigned to the Board of Elders and Board of Fellowship 
 

Target 6 – Expand the work of all First Lutheran Church Boards so they are fulfilling their duties as 
specified in our First LC by-laws. 

  Assigned to the Church Council with Leadership from the President 
 

Target 7 – Work with our in-active members to either activate them as participants in the family of 
  faith or remove them from our “membership.”  

  Assigned to the Board of Elders 
 
              Please pray regularly for improvements in these areas of ministry  
                                         as we strive to be everything God desires us to be . . .  
                                                                   AND please look for ways to be engaged in ministry.  
 
We are encouraged in I Corinthians 12:1, 4-14: 

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 4 There are 

different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the 

same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God  

at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  8 To one there 

is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 

same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to an-

other miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 

speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 

the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 12 Just 

as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For 

we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free— 

and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 

 

These TARGETS for IMPROVEMENT with assignments are continued from the previous page. 

YOUR CHURCH CONNECTION 

"Your Church/Congregation" is a life-long family  

connection in which you participate. Like a biological  

family, in a church family there is a strong central figure 

whom every-one trusts, loves, and reveres and around whom 

family life for multiple generations revolves — that’s God.   

Everyone is connected and everyone participates  

for the good of the "family."  
 


