
"Jesus Christ  
is the source —  

the only source —  
of meaning in life.  

He provides the only  
satisfactory explanation  
for why we're here and  

where we're going."  
  

Dr. James C. Dobson,  
founder and chairman  

         Focus on the Family  

July  2019  

NEWSLETTER 

We are the people of God,  

graciously saved by God through 

the sacrificial death of Jesus 

 and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

TO LIVE IS TO DIE 

Jesus said — John 12:24-25:  

“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel  

of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  

it remains only a single seed.  

But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  

The man who loves his life will lose it, 

 while the man who hates his life  

in this world will keep it for  

eternal life.” 

With God in me, I must die to self  

in order to produce abundant fruit. 

 

When we pray to God, we are communicating 
with Him.  It is like sitting down with one's 
spouse in the best of human relationships and 
expressing your admiration . . and your pleasure 
in your relationship . . and then sharing thoughts 
and feelings over the heartaches and joys, 
blessings, work accomplished, and tasks ahead 
in the life you share.  Sometimes you thank, 
sometimes you confess, and sometimes you ask 
for something, but the relationship always grows 
deeper as you communicate. 

FIRST 
Lu t h e ra n  

C h u rch  

The Bible memory verse for the month of  July  
reminds us of how good the true God is to us. 

Psalm 145:8 (NIV)   

 

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and rich in love. 

 
Work to have everyone in your household 

 memorize this verse and those for following months.  
 

Cut it out, post it, memorize it,  
speak it, listen to it, absorb it.  

JULY  



 THE PASSION STORY .  .  .   

                  OR THE PASSIONATE STORY  
 
We often speak of Jesus' last week leading to His death as the "Passion Story."  It IS a story of passion 
– a story of zeal.  But God has always been a passionate and zealous God.  
 
Interestingly, God desires to possess us – even though we are sinful human beings.  God's passion and 
zeal for humans certainly goes way back to Adam and Eve, as He walked with them and talked with 
them in the Garden . . . and even after they sinned . . . He did not abandon them . . . but saved them 
from themselves and the devil . . . and kept them as His people by forgiving them. 
 
However, God's passion and zeal are especially evident as God speaks to His people,  
   the descendants of Abraham, with possessive passion and zeal.  
    
We see that in God's words to the Israelites, His chosen ones, in Exodus 20:5b . . . as He instructs them 
about the first commandment:  "I, Yahweh (the LORD) your God, am "el kah-naw"  – "I am zealous!"  In 
essence, He says: "You are always and forever MINE." This follows verses 2-3, where God speaks 
forcefully: "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall 
have no other gods before me."  I am passionate about you; I am zealous for you. You are MINE! 
 
Most often, as you see in the NIV, this is translated . . .  "I, the Lord, your God, am a jealous God."  We 
have probably often wondered, "What does that mean?"  And the answer is that God is passionate and 
zealous to have us as His people. He rescued us . .  and thus He says: "You are always and forever 
MINE." 
 
God is truly zealous and passionate to have us as His very own. We are the chosen people of God . . . 
because of His zeal and passion. He passionately desires us to be His . . .  and His alone.  God desires 
to possess us for OUR benefit. Possessing us is not for His benefit . . .  but for ours. He wants us to be 
His forever . . .  under His saving love . . . under His gracious providence . . . and under His almighty  
protection. 
 
God's desire to possess us is NOT for His own self-gratification . . . but for the benefit of what He pos-
sesses.  It is a tremendous blessing to us that God has desired us . . . purchased us through Christ's 
sacrifice . . . to rescue us  from our sinful nature and our sins of all kinds . . .  including our sin of desiring 
and chasing after "things" rather than God.   
 
Let us be content with what God has given us in this world (Philippians 4:11).  Let us resist the pull of our 
sinful self and the world to things of this world.  And let us be overjoyed with God . . . and our relationship 
with God . . . which He brought about through Jesus. 
 
We have the greatest gifts possible from God. As Romans 3:22c-25a; 5:1-2 (NIV) teaches us:  

 
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely  
by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice  
of atonement, through faith in His blood. Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,  
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access  
by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 
 

We have the true God as our God!   We have peace with God.  We "have hope of the glory of God." We 
rejoice because our sinfulness and sin have been taken care of by Jesus. We are sinners. We do not 
deserve anything good from God. But God chose us because of His passion for us . . . and His zeal to 
save us.  Yes, He desired us . . . so that we could be His treasured possessions . . . forever. Amen 
 

                                      Pastor Eggert 



As research shows the correlation between spiritual maturity and reading the Bible, one organization is 

addressing the significant lack of biblical literacy within the Christian com-

munity, as few Christians take time to make Bible study a daily practice. 

 Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay Research, says his group's findings indi-

cate that church members may be aware of general themes about Christian-

ity, but they lack the biblical literacy necessary to better understand the full 

story of what God is doing in the world. 

"We did a study at LifeWay Research and found the number-one correlated 

factor to spiritual growth and maturity was consistency in the Bible," he reports. "We know how essen-

tial this is to spiritual maturity, so literacy is not just something that kind of floats out there by itself; it 

is a tool. Biblical literacy is a tool that God uses to grow people spiritually as well." 

Stetzer also contends that part of the problem is that many believers consider it the job of their pastor to 

digest and regurgitate the spiritual gleanings found in scripture.  "And in doing so, their spiritual diet 

suffers -- and it's obvious by the anemic state of many Christians," he notes. "So I think ultimately, 

God' has given us his Word not so pastors alone can walk through it, but at the end of the day, it's so 

that they might engage the scriptures themselves and grow from them." 

In a column for Baptist Press, Stetzer says he makes it a habit to read through the Bible once a year 

because if he only reads the parts he thinks he needs, he knows he will "miss a big part of God's de-

sign" for his growth. 

The American Bible Society (ABS) conducted a survey that reveals that even though Americans are 

pro-Bible, they do not always utilize the Word.  "We buy the Bible in increasing volume, we revere the 

Bible, we give the Bible as gifts, but we Americans do everything with the Bible except read it," says 

Lamar Vest, president and CEO of ABS. But the coalition contends that it is vital that people get in 

touch with the Bible, both personally and corporately, especially considering the fact that Bible literacy 

has fallen in the last three years. 

"It's not just about Bible literacy; it's about learning what the Bible is all about and learning about the 

living, active Word of God," Vest adds. "And we find that only about 20 percent of Americans are ac-

tually engaged with scripture on a regular basis." 

 What is your practice?  Can you go farther in absorbing God’s word?  With God’s help, can your faith 

in God grow, your zeal for God grow, and your obedience to God grow?  Pray for those outcomes. 

Biblical literacy and spiritual growth  

Please 
pRAY CONTINUOUSly  

“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” 



Serve one another in love.  

The entire law is summed up  

in a single command: 

“Let us love one another,  

for love comes from God.” 
1 John 4:7 

We are the messengers of God and His love. 

Please pray for the Gospel ministry  

and mission around the world.  

Pray that people of faith would grow 

even more and that the lost would 

 come to faith in Jesus as their savior 

 and only hope of eternal life. 

 
"A Bible that's falling apart  

probably belongs to someone who isn't."  
    

                             Christian Johnson 

 

A PRAYER FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

Dear Lord, keep us well aware of Your  

amazing gifts from Your grace.  Help us  

live in gratefulness.  Help us see every  

opportunity to use Your blessings to us so 
that we would accomplish Your purpose 

through those blessings. Make generosity 
our distinguishing characteristic through  

Your transforming work in us.  Amen  

 

A BEAUTIFUL BIT 

 OF GOD’S WORD 

1 John 3:1 (NIV)   
 

How great is the love the Father  

has lavished on us, that we should  

be called children of God!  

And that is what we are!  

My thanks to the many people who pray regularly  

for our congregation and/or various ministries,  

our leaders, specific people, our staff, and me.  

 In prayer we become aligned with God’s will.  

 Please keep praying.  I am grateful to you. 
                                   

                Pastor Jim 

                       Have you considered          

            participating in a group    

     prayer time . . .  or considered 

organizing a group prayer time.  

God hears and answers our solo 

prayers, but where two or three or 

more are gathered God is there. 

 

 

God's word for the  
eternal salvation of the world. 


